2023 UK-wide summary

Education provision for deaf children in 2022/23

Introduction

In 2023, we carried out the 13" Consortium for Research in Deaf Education (CRIDE) annual surveys on
educational staffing and service provision for deaf children.?

This report provides a high-level summary of the results across the four countries we surveyed. Separate
reports are published for England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales which set out the results for each
respective nation. All reports can be downloaded from www.ndcs.org.uk/CRIDE or
www.batod.org.uk/information/cride-reports/.

The survey alternates from year to year between a standard survey and a survey with a mix of core and
thematic questions. The 2023 survey was the standard version, covering the 2022/23 academic year.
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Interpreting the results
Services were asked to give figures for the position as of 31t January 2023.
In the survey, we acknowledge that services and children do not always fit into the boxes or options

provided. Services were able to leave comments or clarify where needed throughout the survey. This
report notes particular issues that emerged in some areas.

1 For the purpose of this section of the survey, unless otherwise stated, we use the term ‘deaf children’ to include children and young people under the age of 20
(under the age of 19 in Scotland) with sensori-neural or permanent conductive deafness.
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As we see later, it is clear that some services still experience difficulties in extracting data about deaf
children in their area and there remain inconsistencies in how different questions are completed
throughout the survey. The response rates to individual questions may sometimes vary and anomalies
occasionally appear. We make every effort to investigate any inconsistencies that appear particularly
strange. However, services do not always respond to such queries. Therefore, the results should continue
to be used with caution. Caution is also needed due to differences in response rates to individual
questions and potential mistakes in data provision between surveys.

We received a 100% response rate to the survey in England (132 services covering 150 out of 152 authority
areas?), Northern Ireland (1 service), and Wales (14 services covering 22 local authorities). In Scotland, we
received responses from 29 services, covering 31 out of 32 authority areas and giving a response rate of
97%.

A separate short survey was issued to special schools for deaf children. This received responses from 16
schools in England and 1 school in Northern Ireland?. A separate short survey was also issued to implant
centres which received a response from 14 implant centres across the UK.

Please note that percentages in this report have been rounded up or down to the nearest whole number.
Please also note that where there is a reported cohort of less than five children in any of the tables from
individual country reports, in this report, we have replaced the figure with a ‘<5’ and suppressed the actual
figure to zero when calculating the totals in that table unless otherwise stated. This is indicated by an
asterisk against the total. We have also used an asterisk to indicate where any total includes any
suppressed figures.

This report was republished in October 2024 to correct an over-reporting in the number of Teachers of
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PART 1: Deaf children in the UK

Services were asked to give details of deaf children living in the geographical area covered by their service.®
According to the surveys, the adjusted total number of deaf children under the age of 20 across England,
Northern Ireland, Scotland” and Wales was 52,777. This figure is essentially the same as reported in 2022
(a decrease of 0.04% from 52,798).

Table 1: Number of deaf children living in the geographical area, by nation and region

Country Number of deaf children Percentage as UK total
Region | reported (adjusted totals)
England 45,671 87%
East England 4,857 9%
East Midlands 3,533 %
London 7,654 15%
North East 2,275



Table 2: Number of deaf children living in the geographical area, by nation and region, over successive

years
Nation 2011 2018 2019 2021 2022 2023
Region
England 34,927 43,467 46,404 45,060 45,680 45,671
East England 2,572 4,471 4,666 4,363 4,405 4,857
East Midlands 2,334 3,536 3,503 3,473 3,558 3,533
London 5,271 7,309 7,554 7,408 7,570 7,654
North East 1,949 2,393 2,457 2,409 2,409 2,275
North West 5,037




What the survey tells us about the population of deaf children

The following tables provide breakdowns by age and level of deafness.

Table 4: Number and proportion of children living in the geographical area, by age®

Table 5: Changes in the number and proportion of children living in the UK, by age since 2011

Early years/ Primary-aged Secondary-aged | Post-16 and Total
pre-school under the age
of 20'2
2011 5,469 17,191 13,846 2,665 39,171
(14%) (44%) (35%) (7%) (100%)
2013 6,615 19,561 14,795 2,921 43,892
(15%) (45%) (34%) (7%) (100%)
2015 6,789 21,293 15,236 3,852 47,170
(14%) (45%) (32%) (8%) (100%)
2017 7,260 22,729 17,196 4,484 51,669
(14%) (44%) (33%) (9%) (100%)
2019 7,101 21,215 17,078 4,589 49,983
(excluding (14%) (42%) (34%) (9%) (100%)
Scotland)*®
2021 6,412 20,468 17,747 5,881 50,508
(13%) (41%) (35%) (12%) (100%)
2023 6,432 19,957 19,240 6,740 52,369
(12%) (38%) (37%) (13%) (100%)

8 It should be noted that the age ranges for each education stage vary slightly in the different countries in the UK.

9In Scotland this is Post-16 and under the age of 19.
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Table 6: Number and proportion of children living in the UK, by level of deafness

Unilateral Mild Moderate Severe Profound Total**
England 8,979 10,228 13,225 3,651 4,987 41,070
(22%) (25%) (32%) (9%) (12%) (100%)
Northern Ireland | 384 420 397 74 153 1,428
(27%) (29%) (28%) (5%) (11%) (100%)
Scotland 690 678 1,049 355 524 3,296
(21%) (21%) (32%) (11%) (16%) (100%)
Wales 491 561 735 206 246 2,239
(22%) (25%) (33%) (9%) (11%) (100%)
UK 10,544 11,887 15,406 4,286 5,910 48,033
(22%) (25%) (32%) (9%) (12%) (100%)

Table 7: Changes in the number and proportion of children living in the UK, by level of deafness since 2011

Unilateral

Mild

Moderate

Severe

Profound
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Looking at trends over the years in education settings is challenging because of changes by CRIDE to the



Incidence of Auditory Neuropathy Spectrum Disorder (ANSD)
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The proportion of deaf children in the UK with cochlear implants, as reported by specialist education
services for deaf children, has fluctuated between 7% and 9% since 2011.

Eligibility for a cochlear implant is generally restricted to those with a severe or profound deafness (and
who do not receive optimal benefit from hearing aids). We saw earlier in table six that there are 10,196
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Table 16: Number of children, by languages mainly used at school/other educational setting

England Northern Scotland Wales UK
Ireland
Spoken English, Welsh or 34,500 1,251 3,013 1,469 40,233
Scottish Gaelic (89%) (89%) (89%) (87%) (89%)
British/Irish Sign Language 792 8
(2%)
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Deaf children who are new to the country

We asked about the number of deaf children that were known to be ‘newly arrived’, having arrived at their

service from outside of the UK or (if in Northern Ireland) from outside the Republic of Ireland in the past

year.

Table 19: Number of deaf children who are known to be ‘newly arrived’

Number of ‘newly arrived’ deaf Percentage of ‘newly arrived’ deaf
children children in each nation

England 242 1%

Northern Ireland a7 3%

Scotland 21 1%

Wales 12 1%

UK 322 1%

Number of deaf children on services’ caseloads

By caseload, we mean children who receive some form of support at least once a year. Examples of

support included direct teaching, visits to the family or school, liaison with the family, school and teachers,
providing hearing aid checks, etc. We asked services to include children supported by the service but who

do not live in the same geographical area as that service. Services could also include children with

temporary deafness in their response to this question if they were on the service caseload.

Table 20: Number of deaf children on services’ caseloads, by nation

Country Number of deaf children on ... of whom have a temporary
services’ caseloads conductive hearing loss
(% of UK total) (% of UK total)
England 43,851 3,796
(85%) (71%)
Northern Ireland 1,259 129
(2%) (2%)
Scotland 3,435 222
(7%) (4%)
Wales 3,224 1,223
(6%) (23%)
UK 51,769 5,370
(100%) (100%)

Table 21: Minimum, maximum and average number of deaf children on services’ caseload in each service

Minimum Maximum Average
England 77 1,149 332
Scotland 16 309 118
Wales 38 1,074 230

As there is just one service in Northern Ireland, they do not appear in the table above.
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Table 22: Services that provide support to deaf young people over the age of 19 (or over the age of 18 in

Scotland)

Number and Number and Total
percentage of services | percentage of services
that do provide this that don’t provide
support this support

England 105 27 132
(80%) (20%) (100%)

Northern Ireland 0 1 1
(0%) (100%) (100%)

Scotland
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PART 2: Teachers of Deaf Children and Young People and other specialist staff

In previous surveys, we used the terminology ‘Teachers of the Deaf’. For the 2023 survey and going
forward, we use the terminology ‘Teachers of Deaf Children and Young People (TODs)’ instead. However,
the definition of the role has not changed and should continue to be understood as a specialist teaching
role, occupied by someone with the mandatory qualification for teaching deaf children or in training to
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The following table instead shows the numbers of TODs in employment by their role.

Table 25: Number of TODs in employment overall by role

England
Ireland

Northern ‘ Scotland Wales

UK
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Table 27: Number of full time equivalent (fte) TODs in employment in resource provisions

England Northern Scotland Wales UK
Ireland
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Table 29: Number of full time equivalent (fte) TODs in employment working in a special school or college

not specifically for deaf children or young people

England Northern Scotland Wales UK
Ireland
TODs with the mandatory 3 0 0 2 5
qualification (94%) (0%) (0%) (100%) (96%)
Teachers in training for the 0.2 0 0 0 0.2
mandatory qualification or (6%) (0%) (0%) (0%) (4%)
intending to train within 3 years
Qualified teachers without the 0 0 0 0 0
mandatory qualification and notin | (0%) (0%) (0%) (0%) (0%)
training
Total 3.2 0 0 2 5.2
(100%) (0%) (0%) (100%) (100%)

Table 30: Number of full time equivalent (fte) TODs
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Additional qualifications held by TODs

Table 33: Number of TODs with an additional qualification in early years support3!

Northern Ireland

Number of TODs Percentage of TODs in post in
each nation
England 61.45 6%
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Table 37: BSL qualifications of teaching assistants and communication support workers (or similar) directly

employed by services.

England Northern | Scotland Wales UK
Ireland

No formal qualification in BSL and | 46.24 0 10.9 6.5 63.64
not a first language BSL user (9%) (15%) (16%) (10%)
Level 1 BSL (SCQF 4) 95.15 0 13.2 15.7 124.05

(19%) (18%) (38%) (20%)
Level 2 BSL (SCQF 5) 187.71 0 23.5 9.6 220.81

(37%) (32%) (23%) (35%)
Level 3 BSL (SCQF 6) 116.99 0 14.1 7.5 138.59

(23%) (19%) (18%) (22%)
Level 4 BSL (SCQF 7) 12.43 0 0

(2%)
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PART 3: Post-16 support

Young people who have left school

Table 38: Deaf young people with a transition plan informed by a TOD

Number of deaf young people
who left school at the end of
the 2021/22 academic year

Number of deaf young
people with a transition
plan informed by a TOD

% of deaf young people
who had left school in each
nation

England 1,730 1,003 58%
Scotland 243 150 62%
Wales 118 59 50%
Total — England,

Scotland and

Wales 2,091 1,212 58%

The service in Northern Ireland stated that there were 140 deaf young people who left school at the end of
the 2021/22 academic year. The service was not able to provide information on the number of deaf young
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Number of resource provisions

We use the term ‘resource provision’ to include all schools with any specialist resource provision, base or

unit specifically for deaf children.

Table 43: Number of specialist resource provisions for deaf children

England®’ Northern Scotland Wales Total
Ireland
For primary-aged deaf 128.5 1 7 9 145.5
children
For secondary-aged deaf | 98.5 1 8 10 117.5
children
Total 227 2 15 19 263

Table 44: Number of resource provisions reported by responding services over successive years

England

Northern
Ireland

Scotland
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Table 46: Population of deaf children covered by each resource provision

Average ratio
England 200:1
Northern Ireland 714:1
Scotland 227:1
Wales 119:1
UK 199:1

This is intended to indicate the spread of resource provisions across each nation, relative to the overall
population of deaf children. It shows that there is one resource provision for every 199 deaf children across
the whole of the UK.

This is not a measure of the number of places available in or individual deaf children enrolled at each
resource provision; figures for places or deaf children enrolled will vary from provision to provision. It
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Support allocations

Table 49: Changes to service support allocation between the 2021/22 and 2022/23 academic years

Number of services where there | Number of services where there | Total*
were changes in support were no changes in support
allocations allocations
England 21 111 132
(16%) (84%) (100%)
Northern Ireland 0 1 1
(0%) (100%) (100%)
Scotland 8 21 29
(28%) (72%) (100%)
Wales 0 13 13
(0%) (100%) (100%)

Educational outcomes

Table 50: Data collection by services on educational outcomes achieved by deaf children at the end of Key

Stage 4 (or S4 in Scotland)

England Northern Scotland Wales UK
Ireland
Outcomes data collected for 9 0 2 2 13
all deaf children living in the (7%) (0%) (7%) (15%) (7%)
local authority or authorities
covered by the service
Outcomes data collected only | 47 0 7 3 57
for children who receive (36%) (0%) (24%) (23%) (33%)
support from the service
Outcomes data not collected | 76 1 20 8 105
(58%) (1%) (69%) (62%) (60%)
Total® 132 1 29 13 175
(100%) (1%) (100%) (100%) (100%)

Services that did collect this data were then asked if it was shared with the Children’s Hearing Services
Working Groups (CHSWGS) in their area, where applicable.

4 Total number of services that answered the question.
4 Total number of services that answered the question.
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Table 51: Services sharing outcomes data with CHSWGs

England Northern Scotland Wales UK
Ireland
Yes 13 3 0 16
(23%) n/a (38%) (0%) (23%)
No 43 4 5 52
(77%) n/a (50%) (100%) (75%)
N/a —there is no CHSWG in 0 1 0 1
the area (0%) n/a (13%) (0%) (1%)
Total* 56 84 5 69
(100%) n/a (100%) (100%) (100%)

46 Of services that did collect this data.

47 One service in Scotland that collected the data did not provide information on whether this information was shared with the CHSWG in their area.
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PART 5: Support following identification of deafness
We asked services how many referrals they received over the calendar year of 2022.

Table 52: Referrals

‘ England Northern | Scotland Wales
Ireland

Number of referrals for children 1,084 33

identified as deaf through the newborn (18%) (25%)

hearing screening programme

‘UK
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Table 54: Families referred who were contacted by a TOD within five working days if identified as deaf
outside of the newborn hearing screening programme and before they had started statutory education

Percentage of families referred | Percentage of families referred
— 2021 calendar year - 2022 calendar year
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PART 6: Background and methodology

CRIDE is a consortium bringing together a range of organisations and individuals with a common interest in
using research to improve the educational outcomes achieved by deaf children. At the time the survey was
sent out, representatives included: BATOD, BATOD Cymru, Frank Barnes School for Deaf Children, National
Deaf Children’s Society, UCL, University of Edinburgh, former heads of services or consultants with
expertise in deafness, and specialist education services for deaf children in Cambridgeshire, Camden, Kent,
and Leeds.

The surveys for England, Northern Ireland and Wales were designed and created by members of CRIDE.
The Scotland survey was modified and further developed by a separate CRIDE Scotland reference group.

This is the seventh year that a CRIDE Scotland reference group has been in place. Members of this group
have worked to improve how the CRIDE survey fits within the Scottish education context, whist ensuring
the data collected can still be compared with the rest of the UK. Current members include: National Deaf
Children’s Society, Scottish Sensory Centre, University of Edinburgh, BATOD, Aberdeenshire Sensory
Service, Ayrshire Hearing Impairment Service, Fife Sensory Service and Highland Deaf Education Service.

The survey alternates from year to year between a standard survey and a survey with a mix of core and
thematic questions. The 2023 survey was the standard version.

Analysis of the results using Excel and drafting of this report was largely completed by the National Deaf
Children’s Society, with guidance and clearance from members of CRIDE.

We would like to thank all services for taking the time to complete the surveys and for their valuable
comments and feedback, which will be used to inform the design of future surveys. The results from this
survey will be used for research purposes, to influence government policy and to campaign to protect
funding and services for deaf children.

If you have any feedback or questions on the results, please contact cride@ndcs.org.uk or
cride.scotland@ndcs.org.uk.
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