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Interpreting the results
Services were asked to give figures as of 315 January 2023.

In the survey, we acknowledge that services and children do not always fit into the boxes or options
provided. Services were able to leave comments or clarify where needed throughout the survey. This
report notes particular issues that emerged in some areas.

As we see later, it is clear that some services still experience difficulties in extracting data about deaf
children in their area and there remain inconsistencies in how different questions are completed
throughout the survey. The response rates to individual questions may sometimes vary and anomalies
occasionally appear. We make every effort to investigate any inconsistencies that appear particularly
strange; h



Summary of findings

Numbers of deaf children






PART 1: Deaf children in Scotland

How many deaf children are there?
Services were asked to give details of deaf children living in the geographical area covered by their service.*

When giving figures for numbers of deaf children living in the area, we first asked for an overall figure and
then asked for breakdowns by level of deafness, age, and educational setting. We found that some services
did not always provide this data consistently; occasionally services gave broken-down figures where the
sum generated a different total from that given elsewhere in the survey.

Coming up with a clear answer to the question of how many deaf children there are is therefore not
straightforward. For this report, we have taken the approach of using the highest figure given from either
the overall total or the total generated through the sum of the broken-down figures. We do this because
we want to ensure we’ve captured as many deaf children as possible. Where we have done this, we refer
to this as the “adjusted total”.

29 services responded to this question. Based on these responses, the adjusted total number of deaf
children in Scotland was 3,418. This is a 3% increase from 3,313 in 2022 when 30 services responded.

Unadjusted figures are provided in the table that follows.

Table 1: Figures generated when calculating the number of deaf children

Total generated

Adjusted total 3,418
Total when asked how many children overall 3,400
Total when asked about number of children, broken down by age group 3,400°

Total when asked about number of children, broken down by level of deafness (including
‘Level of deafness not known’)up









these babies. But this means that ANSD is unlikely to be identified in well babies until they are much older,
if at all.

Figures provided through the newborn hearing screening programme indicate that around 1 in 10
congenitally deaf children has ANSD. But the true figure may be more, as ANSD is likely to remain
unidentified in well babies who pass the newborn hearing screen.

The CRIDE figures indicate that ANSD is under-reported by education services. This could be partly due to
under-identification of ANSD in older deaf children on their caseloads and those ‘well babies’ who passed
screening and were identified later, as well as those with acquired/progressive deafness who have not
been tested for ANSD.

Table 5: Number of children, living in the area, by educational setting

Type of educational provision Number of Percentage of total
deaf children | (where known)
In local Supported only at home — pre-school children 168 5%
authority | Early years setting — pre-school children 298 9%
Supported at home - of school age and home educated <5 0%
Mainstream state-funded schools 2,414 71%
Mainstream independent (non-state-funded) schools (for 17 1%
example, Fettes)
Resource provision in mainstream schools®® 2451 7%
Special schools for deaf pupils 38 1%
Other special schools, not specifically for deaf children 194 6%






Deaf children with cochlear implants and bone conduction hearing devices

380 children (11% of the adjusted total of deaf children) were reported to have at least one cochlear
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that 12% of children with severe/profound deafness used British Sign Language in education whilst 21%
used signed support with spoken English. Combined, 33% of children with severe/profound deafness used
some form of sign language in education. It should be stressed that this is a very rough approximation
made for illustration purposes only.

It must also be stressed that the use of spoken/sign language in education may not always match the use
of spoken/sign language within the home or the child’s own preferences.

Deaf children who are new to the country

There were 21 deaf children known to be ‘newly arrived’ (having arrived at their service from outside of
the UK in the past year) reported by 12 services. This is 1% of the adjusted total of deaf children. 15
services stated there were no deaf children known to be newly arrived*®. This has increased from 2021
when the fewer than 5 children were reported (less than 0.2%).

Number of deaf children on services’ caseloads

By caseload, we mean children who receive some form of support at least once a year. Examples of
support include direct teaching, visits to the family or school, liaison with the family, school, teachers,
providing hearing aid checks, etc. We asked services to include children supported by the service but who
do not live in the same geographical area as that service. Services could also include children with
temporary deafness in their response to this question if they were on the service caseload.

Responses from 29 services indicated that at least 3,435 deaf children with permanent or temporary
deafness were on services’ caseloads. The smallest number of children on a caseload was 16 and the
largest was 309. The average was 118 children.

The definition of ‘caseload’ within the CRIDE survey has changed over time. The following table sets out
caseload figures over the years, alongside the definition used in that survey. Please also note that in and
from 2017, the survey question was changed to allow children with temporary deafness to be included in
the response to this question; previously services were asked to include only children with permanent
deafness.

191n addition two services did not provide an answer to this question.
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Table 9: Number of deaf children on caseloads reported over successive years

Year Number of children on caseload Number of services
2023 3,435 29
2022 3,493 30
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The latest available data on deaf pupils in Scotland from the Scottish Pupil Census?? recorded 3,740 deaf
children in primary, secondary and special schools as at 202223, compared to the figure of 3,418 reported
by local authorities to CRIDE.

It should be noted that the CRIDE figures include children in the early years and young people over the age
of 16, whilst these are not included in the Scottish Pupil Census figures. However, it is noteworthy that the
Scottish Pupil Census figures still report a higher number of deaf children than CRIDE.

22 The Scottish Pupil Census that took place in September 2022.
2 https://www.gov.scot/publications/pupil-census-supplementary-statistics/ Pupil census 2022 supplementary tables, table 1.8.
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PART 2: Teachers of Deaf Children and Young People and other specialist staff

In previous surveys, we used the terminology ‘Teachers of the Deaf’. For the 2023 survey and going
forward, we use the terminology ‘Teachers of Deaf Children and Young People (TODs)’ instead. However,
the definition of the role has not changed and should continue to be understood as a specialist teaching
role, occupied by someone with the mandatory qualification for teaching deaf children or in training to
acquire this qualification.

We asked how many TODs were working in different settings, including those in a peripatetic role, working
in resource provisions®, in schools for deaf children, and/or working in a special school or college not
specifically for deaf children or young people. We found that:

f overall, there were at least 167.24 fte teachers working as TODs in Scotland.

' 62% of these posts were occupied by fully qualified TODs, 29% were occupied by teachers in training
for the mandatory qualification, and 9% were occupied by qualified teachers without the mandatory
qualification and not in training.

I at the time the survey was completed, there were at least 4.6 fte vacant posts reported

f if the vacant posts are added to the total number of TODs in employment, this would indicate there
were at least 171.84 fte TOD posts, of which 3% were vacant.

The following table provides a breakdown by type of setting.

24 n the CRIDE survey, we use the term ‘resource provision’ to include all schools with a resource provision, base or unit specifically for deaf children, regardless
of whether staff in the resource provision are employed by the local authority or by the school.
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Figures for TODs in the Scottish Cochlear Implant Centre were collected in a separate survey, who reported

that there were no TODs in employment, and no vacant posts.

Table 12: Regional breakdown of TODs with mandatory qualification

Region?®

Number of TODs with the
mandatory qualification
(percentage of total)

Number of teachers working as
TODs in region
(percentage of total)

North Eastern Scotland

Eastern Scotland 31.64 43.04
(31%) (26%)

Highlands and Islands 7.8 12.4
(8%) (7%)
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Changes in numbers of TODs

The following tables look at changes in the number of qualified TODs in employment and posts over
successive years.

It should be noted that in 2017 the CRIDE Scotland survey began to ask about TODs who work mainly in a
special school for deaf children and young people, and TODs who mainly work in a special school or college
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f there were 5 fte TODs reported as working flexibly as a peripatetic TOD, in a resource provision, in a

special school for deaf children, and/or in a special school or college not specifically for deaf children or
young people. A 69% decrease from2022 when 16 fte TODs were reported as working in this way.

One area saw a large increase in the numbers of TODs they employ. They reported an increase from 8.8 to
17.4 fte due to the 2023 response including data from parts of the service supporting primary and

secondary children, whereas in 2022 the response covered the secondary service only.

Additional qualifications held by TODs

Table 15: SCQF 6 BSL (Signature/Institute of BSL Level 3) or equivalent or above

Number of

Percentage of

Number of

teachers (fte) TODs in services with

employmentin | staff in relevant
relevant category
category

Working mainly as a peripatetic TOD 24.3 26% 13

Working mainly in a resource provision 22 42% 6

Working mainly in a special school for deaf children 8.2 45% 3

and young people

Working flexibly as a peripatetic TOD, in a resource 0 0

provision, in a special school for deaf children and

young people, and/or in a special school or college not

specifically for deaf children or young people
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PART 3: Post-16 support

Young people who have left school

26 services reported that 243 deaf young people had left school at the end of the 2021/22 academic
year3!, We also found (as reported by 26 services®?) that 150 young people had a transition plan informed

by a TOD (
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PART 5: Support following identification of deafness
We asked services how many referrals they received over the calendar year of 2022.

Table 23: Referrals
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PART 6: Background and methodology

CRIDE is a consortium bringing together a range of organisations and individuals with a common interest in
using research to improve the educational outcomes achieved by deaf children. At the time the survey was
sent out, representatives included: BATOD, BATOD Cymru, Frank Barnes School for Deaf Children, National
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Annex: Information by local authority
The table that follows sets out some individual data from services. Local authorities were asked to provide figures as of 31 January 2023.

Figures for TODs include TODs with the mandatory qualification (MQ) and TODs in training for the MQ or intending to train within three years.

Figures for the average population of deaf children covered by each resource provision are intended to show the spread of resource provisions across each
area. It is calculated by dividing the number of children living in the area covered by a service and number of resource provisions in a service area. Where
there is no resource provision in the area, this is indicated by a ratio of the population in the area to 0. Care should be used in interpreting these figures. In
some cases, the ratio may be influenced by the presence of special schools in the area or other resource provisions in neighbouring areas. It should be noted
that this is not a measure of the number of places available in or individual deaf children enrolled at each resource provision; figures for places or deaf
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Table 25: Data by local authority

Number of Number of Number of TODs in the TODs in resource | TODs mainly ina | TODs working Average
permanently children with children with specialist provisions special school for | flexibly* population of
deaf children permanent or temporary peripatetic deaf children deaf children
living in the temporary deafness on the service covered by each
geographical deafness on the caseload for the resource
areacovered by | caseload for the | service provision
the service service
No resource
provisions
Aberdeen City 116 116 0 6.2 reported 6 0 116:0
No resource
provisions No schools
Aberdeenshire 81 81 None reported | 4.4 reported reported 0 81.0
No resource
provisions No schools
Angus 103 100* <5 1.6 reported reported 0 103:0
No resource
provisions No schools
Argyll & Bute 60 72 12 1 reported reported 0 60:0
No resource
provisions No schools
Clackmannanshire | 39 39 0 1 reported reported 0 39:0
No resource
Dumfries and provisions No schools
Galloway 75 75 0 1.6 reported reported none reported | 75:0
Dundee City 67
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