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Articulating the specialism

The role of the Qualified Teacher of Deaf Children and Young People
(QToD) supporting in early years (0 - 5 years of age)

The term ‘early years’ is used to describe any child who is not yet in statutory education, regardless

of whether they are accessing EEC (early education and childcare) or being looked after in the
home.

We use the term 'deaf' to refer to all types of deafness from mild to profound. This includes
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QToDs are uniquely placed as a home visiting service, to assess children’s everyday language
and communication environments and make suggestions and recommendations so families can
make their language and communication as accessible as possible. This could include practical
advice on communication options e.g. use of sign language, using hearing technologies,
developing listening and attention skills both through audition and vision cues, and advising on
simple acoustic adaptations.

The home learning environment (HLE) is one of the strongest predictors of a child’s development
in the early years. The HLE influences outcomes at five years, over and above factors such as
socio-



https://www.ndcs.org.uk/information-and-support/your-rights/knowing-your-rights/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/guidance-appropriate-qualifications-teachers-children-young-persons-hearing-impaired-visually/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mandatory-qualifications-specialist-teachers



https://www.ndcs.org.uk/information-and-support/education-and-learning/early-years/
/information-category/being-a-teacher-of-deaf-children-and-young-people/
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6/section/32/enacted
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6/section/32/enacted
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6/section/32/enacted
https://www.gov.scot/publications/supporting-childrens-learning-statutory-%20guidance-education-additional-support-learning-scotland/
https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/articles/special-educational-needs-code-practice
https://www.gov.wales/additional-learning-needs-code
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