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needed due to differences in response rates to individual questions and potential mistakes in data 
provision between surveys.  
 
In 2020, in light of coronavirus restrictions and lockdowns, we received a much lower response to the 
survey than in previous years. This means that year-on-year comparisons between 2020 and 2021 are less 
useful or meaningful than in previous years. In this report, we have removed data about the 2020 
responses where this is the case.  
 
Response rates to the surveys in the four countries varied, as follows: 
 

¶ England: responses received from 132 services, covering 149 out of 151 local authorities, giving a 
response rate of 99%2  

¶ Northern Ireland: response received from the one service, giving a response rate of 100%  

¶ Scotland: responses received from 25 services, covering 27 out of 32 local authorities, giving a response 
rate of 84%  

¶ Wales: 15 services covering all 22 local authorities 
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Summary of key findings 
 
Numbers of deaf children  
 

¶ There were 51,612 deaf children reported by services across the UK. 

¶ 22% of children had a unilateral deafness, 26% had a mild level of deafness, 31% had a moderate level 
of deafness, 9% had a severe level of deafness, and 12% had a profound level of deafness. 

¶ 78% of school aged children were in mainstream schools, 14% in special schools not specifically for deaf 
children, 6% in resource provisions in mainstream schools, 2% in special schools for deaf children, and 
1% were home educated. 

¶ 1% of deaf children reported by services had auditory neuropathy spectrum disorder. 

¶ 23% of deaf children had an additional need. 

¶ 9% of deaf children had at least one cochlear implant, and 6% of deaf children had a bone conduction 
device. 

¶ When asked about languages used in educational settings, 88% mainly used a spoken language, 7% 
used spoken language together with signed support, 2% used British or Irish Sign Language, and 3% 
used another combination. 

¶ 13% of deaf children were known to have English as an additional spoken language at home. 

¶ Services reported that 0.4% of deaf children were known to be newly arrived from outside the UK. 
 
Teachers of the Deaf and other specialist staff  
 

¶ There were at least 1,410 Teacher of the Deaf posts, of which 4% were vacant. 

¶ Of the Teachers of the Deaf in employment, 86% had the mandatory qualification, 11% were in training 
for the mandatory qualification or intending to train within three years, and 3% were teachers without 
the mandatory qualification and not in training. 

¶ 8% of Teachers of the Deaf held an additional qualification in early years support, and 6% held an 
additional qualification in educational audiology. 

¶ 50% of Teachers of the Deaf were aged 50 or over, and due to retire in the next 10 to 15 years. 

¶ There were at least 877 specialist support staff directly employed by services, 56% of whom were 
teaching assistants (or similar) and 22% of whom were communication support workers (or similar). In 
addition, there were at least 51 vacant posts for specialist support staff in services. 

 
Resource provisions  
 

¶ There were 274 resource provisions across the UK, down from 295 in 2019.  

¶ The population of deaf children covered by each resource provision across the UK was 188:1.3  
 
Outcomes   
 

¶ Across the UK, 14% of services collected data on educational outcomes for all deaf children living in the 
area, 41% collected educational outcomes data only for children who receive support from the service, 
and 45% did not collect data on educational outcomes. 

 
3 This is intended to indicate the spread of resource provisions across each nation, relative to the overall population of deaf children. It shows that, on average, 
there is one resource provision for every 188 deaf children across the whole of the UK. This is not a measure of the number of places available in or individual 
deaf children enrolled at each resource provision; figures for places or deaf children enrolled will vary from provision to provision. It should also be noted that 
this figure may be influenced by 
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Referrals  
 

¶ Services reported 5,040 referrals were received over the calendar year of 2020. 25% of these were for 
children identified as deaf through the newborn hearing screening programme. 

¶ 77% of families referred were contacted by a Teacher of the Deaf within two working days if identified 
as deaf through the newborn hearing screening programme. 

¶ 61% of families referred were contacted by a Teacher of the Deaf within five working days if identified 
as deaf outside of the newborn hearing screening programme. 

¶ 52% of families were offered a visit (either face-to-face or virtually) from a Teacher of the Deaf within 
10 working days of any referral. 
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PART 1: Deaf children in the UK 
 
Services were asked to give details of deaf children4 living in the geographical area which they cover.  
 
According to the surveys, the adjusted total number of deaf children aged 0 to 19 across England, Northern 
Ireland, Scotland and Wales is 51,612. This figure is an apparent reported reduction from 53,954 in 2019.   
 
Table 1: Number of deaf children living in the geographical area, by nation and region  
 

Country  
Region 

Number of deaf children 
reported (adjusted totals) 

Percentage as UK total 

England 45,060 87% 

East England 
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Table 4: Number and proportion of children living in the geographical area, by age5  
 

 
Table 5: Changes in the number and proportion of children living in the UK, by age since 2011 
 

 Early years/ 
pre-school 

Primary-aged Secondary-
aged 

Post-16 up to 
the age of 19 
years, 11 
months 

Total 

2011 5,469  
(14%) 

17,191  
(44%) 

13,846  
(35%) 

2,665  
(7%) 

39,171  
(100%) 

2013 6,615 
(15%) 

19,561 
(45%) 

14,795 
(34%) 

2,921 
(7%) 

43,892 
(100%) 

2015 6,789  
(14%) 

21,293 
(45%) 

15,236  
(32%) 

3,852  
(8%) 

47,170 
(100%) 

2017 7,260  
(14%) 

22,729  
(44%) 

17,196 
(33%) 

4,484  
(9%) 

51,669  
(100%) 

2019 
(excluding 
Scotland)9 

7,101  
(14%) 

21,215  
(42%) 

17,078 
(34%) 

4,589 
(9%) 

49,983 
(100%) 

2021 
 

6,412 
(13%) 

20,468 
(41%) 

17,747 
(35%) 

5,881 
(12%) 

50,508 
(100%) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5 It should be noted that the age ranges for each education stage vary slightly in the different countries in the UK. 
6 44,153 is the sum of the broken-down figures given by services, not the reported totals given by services when asked for a total for this question. The reported 
total was 44,233. 
7 2,683 was the sum of the broken-down figures given by services. The sum of the totals given by services was 2,698. 
8 The sum of the figures given amounts to 2,316. However, the given totals provided by services amounted to 2,315. We have used the former figure in this 
table. 
9In 2019 this question was not included in the Scotland survey. 

 Early years/ 
pre-school 

Primary-aged Secondary-
aged 

Post-16 up to 
the age of 19 
years, 11 
months 

Total 

England  5,719 
(13%) 

17,855 
(40%) 

15,203 
(34%) 

5,376 
(12%) 

44,1536 
(100%) 

Northern 
Ireland 

189 
(14%) 

532 
(39%) 

497 
(37%) 

138 
(10%) 

1,356 
(100%) 

Scotland 344 
(13%) 

1,104 
(41%) 

1,088 
(41%) 

147  
(5%) 

2,6837 
(100%) 

Wales
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Table 8: Number and proportion of deaf children living in the area by educational setting (regardless of 
whether in or out of local authority/education authority) 
 

 England Northern 
Ireland 

Scotland Wales UK 

Supported only at home - pre-
school children 

2,958 
(7%) 

134 
(10%) 

122 
(5%) 

87 
(4%) 

3,301 
(7%) 

Early years setting  
- pre-school children 

2,372 
(6%) 

56 
(4
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Table 9: Changes in the number and proportion of children, by type of educational provision, since 201113 
 

 UK 2011 UK 2013 UK 2015 UK 2017 UK 2019 UK 2021 

Supported only at home - pre-
school children 

4,022  
(11%) 

5,568  
(13%) 

3,569  
(8%)  

3,397 
(7%) 

3,430 
(6%) 

3,301 
(7%) 

Early years setting - pre-school 
children 

n/a n/a 3,034 
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Table 10
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Incidence of additional needs 
 
The following table looks at the incidence of additional needs as reported to CRIDE by services. Different 
terminology is used to describe children with additional needs in the nations and there are also some 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ΨŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΩ Ŧŀƭƭ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ƻŦ additional needs16. Any comparisons should 
therefore be made with care.  
 
Table 13: Number of deaf children with any other additional need apart from deafness, regardless of 
whether this need is recognised as a ‘primary’ or ‘secondary’ need  
 

 Number of deaf children with an 
additional need 

Percentage of deaf children with 
additional needs of all deaf 
children in each nation 

England 10,447 23% 

Northern Ireland 380 27% 

Scotland 582 20% 

Wales 457 20% 

UK 11,866 23% 

 
The proportion of deaf children in the UK with additional needs has fluctuated between 19% and 23% since 
2011.  
 
Deaf children with cochlear implants and bone conduction hearing devices 
 
Table 14: Number of deaf children with at least one cochlear implant 
 

 Number of deaf children with at 
least one cochlear implant 

Percentage of deaf children with at 
least one cochlear implant of all 
deaf children in each nation 

England 3,907 9% 

Northern Ireland 138 10% 

Scotland 296 10% 

Wales 160 7% 

UK 4,501 9% 

 
It should be noted that the above figures are as reported to CRIDE by specialist education services for deaf 
children, and may differ from figures held by cochlear implant centres. The proportion of deaf children in 
the UK with cochlear implants has fluctuated between 7% and 9% since 2011.  
 
Eligibility for a cochlear implant is generally restricted to those with a severe or profound hearing loss (and 
who do not receive optimal benefit from hearing aids). We saw earlier in table 7 that there are 10,118 
children with a severe or profound hearing loss. Whilst this can only be a rough approximation, it can be 
estimated that 44% of children with severe or profound hearing loss have at least one cochlear implant. If 
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The British Cochlear Implant Group (BCIG)17 reported in the annual UK data collection that between April 
2020 and March 2021, there were 433 children who were new cochlear implant recipients, and 6,439 
children in the maintained cochlear implant population, giving a total of 6,872 children with cochlear 
implants in the UK. This suggests that services reported 65% of children with cochlear implants for the 
CRIDE survey. Some children with cochlear implants will be supported by Teachers of the Deaf in cochlear 
implant centres. 
 
Table 15: Number of deaf children with bone conduction devices 
 

 Number of deaf children with 
bone conduction devices 

Percentage of deaf children with bone 
conduction devices of all deaf children in 
each nation 

England 2,966 7% 

Northern Ireland 42 3% 

Scotland 140 5% 

Wales 71 3% 

UK 3,219 6% 

 
The proportion of deaf children in the UK 

https://www.bcig.org.uk/annual-uk-update/
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Table 17: Number of deaf children who are known to have English as an additional spoken language (EAL) 
at home 
 

 Number of deaf children who are 
known to have English as an 
additional spoken language (EAL) at 
home 

Percentage of deaf children who are 
known to have English as an 
additional spoken language (EAL) at 
home in each nation 

England 6,180 14% 

Northern Ireland 73 4% 

Scotland 214 8% 

Wales 163 7% 

UK 6,630 13% 
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Country   
 

Number of deaf children on 
services’ caseloads  
(% of UK total) 

… of whom have a temporary 
conductive hearing loss 
(% of UK total) 

England 42,353 
(85%) 

4,027 
(70%) 

Northern Ireland 1,508 
(3%) 

262 
(5%) 

Scotland 2,612 
(5%) 

173 
(3%) 

Wales 3,430 
(7%) 

1,272 
(22%) 

UK 49,903 
(100%) 

5,734 
(100%) 

 
Table 20: Minimum, maximum 
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PART 2: Teachers of the Deaf and other specialist staff 
 
There are at least 1,354 (fte) teachers working as Teachers of the Deaf across the UK. This includes 
Teachers of the Deaf working in a peripatetic role, in a resource provision, in a special school for deaf 
children and/or in a special school/college not specifically for deaf children.   
 
At the time the survey was completed, there were 55 (fte) vacant posts. If the vacant posts are added to 
the total number of teachers working as Teachers of the Deaf (including those with the mandatory 
qualification, those in training or intending to train, and those not in training and not intending to train for 
the mandatory qualification) in employment, this would indicate there are at least 1,410 Teacher of the 
Deaf posts, of which 4% are vacant.  
 
Table 21: Number of Teacher of the Deaf posts (fte) by nation 
 

 
 

Number of Teachers of 
the Deaf in employment  

Number of vacant posts Total Teacher of the Deaf 
posts 

England 1,132.35 51.05 1,183.4 

Northern Ireland 30.5 0 30.5 

Scotland 131.89
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Table 23: Number of full time equivalent (fte) peripatetic or visiting Teachers of the Deaf in employment 
 

 England Northern 
Ireland 

Scotland Wales UK 

Teachers of the Deaf with the 
mandatory qualification 

577.54 
(92%) 

23.5 
(100%) 

55.31 

(74%) 
32.7 

(93%) 
689.05 
(91%) 

Teachers in training for the 
mandatory qualification or 
intending to train within 3 years 

44 
(7%) 

0 
(0%) 

19.08 
(25%) 

2.4 
(7%) 

65.48 
(9%) 

Qualified teachers without the 
mandatory qualification and not in 
training  

3.6 
(1%) 

0 
(0%) 

0.6 
(1%) 

0 
(0%) 

4.2 
(1%) 

Total 625.14 
(100%) 

23.5 
(100%) 

74.99 
(100%) 

35.1 
(100%) 

758.73 
(100%) 

 
Table 24: Number of full time equivalent (fte) Teachers of the Deaf in employment in resource provisions 
 

 England Northern 
Ireland 

Scotland Wales UK 

Teachers of the Deaf with the 
mandatory qualification 

269.98 
(84%) 

3 
(100%) 

26 

(63%) 
20.7 

(87%) 
319.68 

(82%) 

Teachers in training for the 
mandatory qualification or 
intending to train within 3 years 

43.1 
(13%) 

0 
(0%) 

10.6 
(26%) 

2 
(8%) 

55.7 
(14%) 

Qualified teachers without the 
mandatory qualification and not in 
training  

7.4
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Table 26: Number of full time equivalent (fte) Teachers of the Deaf in employment working in a special 
school or college not specifically for deaf children or young people 
 

 England Northern 
Ireland 

Scotland Wales UK 

Teachers of the Deaf with the 
mandatory qualification 

19.1 
(95%) 

0 
(0%) 

0 
(0%) 

0 
(0%) 

19.1 
(91%) 

Teachers in training for the 
mandatory qualification or 
intending to train within 3 years 

1 
(5%) 

0 
(0%) 

0 
(0%) 

0 
(0%) 

1 
(5%) 

Qualified teachers without the 
mandatory qualification and not in 
training  

0 
(0%) 

0 
(0%) 

1 
(100%) 

0 
(0%) 

1 
(5%) 

Total 20.1 
(100%) 

0 
(0%) 

1 
(100%) 

0 
(0%) 

21.1 
(100%) 
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Table 28: Changes in numbers of Teachers of the Deaf (fte) with the mandatory qualification in employment 
  

 England Northern 
Ireland 

Scotland Wales UK 

2011 1,062.11 34.9 165.3 71.95 1,334.26 

2012 1,063.7 29.6 No survey 91.75 1,185.05 

2013 1,031.9 30 140.6 66.5 1,269 

2014 999.2 28.6 138.7 66.95  1,233.45 

2015 995.75 30.6 129.5 69.86 1,225.71 

2016 932.38 32.6 No survey 65.45 1,030.43 

2017 913.75 29.3 101.15 57.63 1,101.83 

2018 1037.72 
(898.82) 

28.4 121.68 56.425 1,244.225 
(1,105.32) 

2019 1050.11 
(903.41) 

32.2 
(25.2) 

99.63 57 1,238.94 
(1,085.24) 
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Table 31: Age profile of Teachers of the Deaf 
 

 England  Northern 
Ireland 

Scotland Wales  Total  

Aged 49 or under 300.54 
(47%) 

15 
(60%) 

80.48 
(59%) 

24 
(66%) 

420.02 
(50%) 

Aged between 50 and 59 273.95 
(42%) 

8 
(32%) 

41.26 
(30%) 

11.1 
(31%) 

334.31 
(40%)
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Table 32: Ratio of deaf children per Teacher of the Deaf  
 

 Number of deaf children for each 
peripatetic Teacher of the Deaf 

England 62:1 

Northern Ireland 56:1 

Scotland 33:1 

Wales 60:1 

 
Other specialist staff  
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Table 34
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PART 3: Post-
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Table 39: Services that provide support on careers advice and moving into employment 
 

Category England – 
Number and 
% of all 
services in 
nation 

Northern 
Ireland – 
Number and 
% of all 
services in 
nation 

Scotland – 
Number and 
% of all 
services in 
nation 

Wales – 
Number and 
% of all 
services in 
nation 

Total – 
Number and 
% of all 
services in 
the UK 

Engaging with careers advisors in 
schools on careers advice to deaf 
young people 

103 
(78%) 

1 
(100%) 

19 
(76%) 

11 
(73%) 

134 
(77%) 

Engaging with careers advisors in 
colleges on careers advice to deaf 
young people? 

62 
(47%) 

0 
(0%) 

7 
(28%) 

7 
(47%) 
 

76 
(44%) 

Provision of advice on the 
accessibility of work placements 
being undertaken by deaf young 
people 

90 
(68%) 

1 
(100%) 

15 
(60%) 

9 
(60%) 

115 
(66%) 

Provision of information to deaf 
young people about the support 
available through the Access to 
Work scheme for employment 
support  

90 
(68%) 

1 
(100%) 

16 
(64%) 

7 
(47%) 
 
 

114 
(66%) 

Provision of information to deaf 
young people about their rights 
under the Equality Act to 
reasonable adjustments in the 
workplace 

90 
(68%) 

1 
(100%) 

15 
(60%) 

8 
(53%) 

114 
(66%) 

 
Post-19 support  

When asking about numbers of deaf children, we ask services for numbers of deaf children aged 0 to 19. 
We have traditionally not asked for numbers of deaf young people aged over 19. This is due to feedback 
from services that they do not hold reliable numbers on this cohort. However, we introduced a new 
question in the 2021 survey to ask services if they provi
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PART 4: Support provided   
 
Where services are based  
 
Table 41: Where specialist education services are based  
 

 England  Scotland Wales  Great Britain 

Based in the local authority  113 
(86%) 

17 
(71%) 

15 
(100%) 

145 
(85%) 

Based in a school with a resource provision 4 
(3%) 

2 
(8%) 

0 
(0%) 

6 
(4%) 

Based in a special school for deaf children  1 
(1%) 

2 
(8%) 

0 
(0%) 

3 
(2%) 

Based in a special school not specifically for 
deaf children 

6 
(5%) 

2 
(8%) 

0 
(0%) 

8 
(5%) 

Provided by another body or organisation 4 
(3%) 

0 
(0%) 

0 
(0%) 

4 
(2%) 

Other  4 
(3%) 

1 
(4%) 

0 
(0%)
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should also be noted that this figure may be influenced by a range of different factors, including, for 
example, the number (if any) of special schools for deaf children in each nation and how urban/rural 
different areas are.  
 
Eligibility frameworks  
 
Table 47: Number of services using the NatSIP Eligibility Framework for Scoring Support Levels (2017) to 
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Table 52: Referrals received over the calendar year of 2020 
 

 England  Northern Ireland  Scotland  Wales UK 

Number of referrals for 
children identified as deaf 
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