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2021 report for England 
 

Education provision for deaf children in England in 2020/21 
 
Introduction 
 
In 2021, we carried out the 11th Consortium for Research into Deaf Education (CRIDE) annual survey on 
educational staffing and service provision for deaf children.1 This report sets out the results of the survey 
for England and is intended for heads of services, policy makers in local and central government and 
anyone with an interest in deaf education. 
 
The survey alternates from year to year between a full survey and a short survey, with the short survey 
including thematic questions. The 2021 survey was a full survey, covering the 2020/21 academic year.2  
 
After 10 years, we made a number of changes to the survey in 2021. We have highlighted those changes in 
this report, setting out where comparisons between this and previous reports should be undertaken with 
caution.  
 
The analysis in this report is based on responses from 132 services in England, covering 149 out of 151 
authority areas and giving a response rate of 99%. The remaining two local authorities3 were not contacted 
on the understanding that they do not have any deaf children in their areas – this means that we’ve 
effectively achieved a response rate of 100%. Responses from a separate survey of special schools for deaf 
children in England are also included in parts of this report. 
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Interpreting the results  
 
Services were asked to give figures for the position as of 31st January 2021.  
 
In the survey, we acknowledge that services and children do not always fit into the boxes or options 
provided. Services were able to leave comments or clarify where needed throughout the survey. This 
report notes particular issues that emerged in some areas.  
 
As we see later, it is clear that many services still experience difficulties in extracting data about deaf 
children in their area and there remain inconsistencies in how different questions are completed 
throughout the survey. The response rates to individual questions may sometimes vary and anomalies 
sometimes appear. We make every effort to investigate any inconsistencies that appear particularly 
strange. However, services do not always respond to such queries. Therefore, the results should continue 
to be used with caution. Caution is also needed due to differences in response rates to individual 
questions and potential mistakes in data provision between surveys.  
 
Last year, in light of coronavirus restrictions and lockdowns, we received a much lower response to the 
survey than in previous years. This means that year-on-year comparisons between 2020 and 2021 are less 
useful or meaningful than in previous years. In this report, we have removed data about the 2020 
responses where this is the case.  
 
Please note that percentages in this report have been rounded up or down to the nearest whole number.  
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PART 1: Deaf children in England  
 
How many deaf children are there?  
 
Services were asked to give details of deaf children living in the geographical area covered by their service4.  
 
When giving figures for numbers of deaf children living in the area, we first asked for an overall figure and 
then asked for a breakdown by level of deafness, age and educational setting. We found that some 
services did not always provide this data consistently; some gave broken-down figures where the sum 
generated a different total from that given elsewhere in the survey.  
 
Coming up with a clear answer to the question of how many deaf children there are is therefore not 
straightforward. For this report, we have taken the approach of using the highest figure given from either 
the overall total or the total generated through the sum of the broken-down figures. We do this because 
we want to ensure we’ve captured as many deaf children as possible. Where we have done this, we refer 
to this as the “adjusted total” throughout this report.  
 
132 services responded to this question. Based on these responses, the adjusted total number of deaf 
children in England is 45,060. This is down from 46,404 in 2018/19 
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The following table compares the total number of deaf children living in England with figures from previous 
years. As set out in the introduction, comparisons with earlier reports should be made with caution due to 
differences in the quality of the responses and response rates between the surveys. 
 
Table 2: Number of deaf children reported, over successive years 
 

 Number of children reported 

CRIDE 2021 (adjusted total) 45,060 

CRIDE 2020* 37,340 

CRIDE 2019 (adjusted total) 46,404 

CRIDE 2018 43,467 

CRIDE 2017 (adjusted total)  45,631 

CRIDE 2016 41,261 

CRIDE 2015 (adjusted total) 41,377 

CRIDE 2014 40,614 

CRIDE 2013 (adjusted total) 37,948 

CRIDE 2012 (adjusted total) 37,414 

CRIDE 2011 (adjusted total) 34,927 

*In 2020, there were 103 responses to this question. 

 
The decline in the number of deaf children since 2019 is surprising. However, the table above indicates 
that figures can sometimes fluctuate between years. We also note that some services reported large drops 
in numbers of deaf children living in the area, the largest drop being 63%. Services do not always respond 
to our queries about this but where they do, they often respond to efforts to improve the accuracy of their 
reporting, suggesting that previous figures were greater than actually was the case.   
 
The following table looks in more detail at the number of deaf children in different regions of England, and 
how this has changed since 2017. It should be noted that changes in response rates by some local 
authorities can sometimes have a significant impact on regional figures.  
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Table 3: Number of deaf children in England, by region  
 

Region  Number of deaf 
children in 2017 -
adjusted totals (% of 
adjusted total) 

Number of deaf 
children in 2018 (% 
of total) 

Number of deaf 
children in 2019 - 
adjusted totals (% of 
adjusted total) 

Number of deaf 
children in 2021 - 
adjusted totals (% of 
adjusted total) 

East England  4,430 
(10%) 

4,471 
(10%) 

4,666 
(10%) 

4,363 
(10%) 

East Midlands   3,765 
(8%) 

3,536 
(8%) 

3,503 
(8%) 

3,473 
(8%) 

London  7,358 
(16%) 

7,309 
(17%) 

7,554 
(16%) 

7,408 
(16%) 

North East  2,342 
(5%) 

2,393 
(6%) 

2,457 
(5%) 

2,409 
(5%) 

North West  5,945 
(13%) 

4,768 
(11%) 

6,219 
(13%) 

6,260 
(14%) 

South East  6,700 
(15%) 

6,279 
(14%) 

6,490 
(14%) 

5,759 
(13%) 

South West  3,823 
(8%) 

3,951 
(9%) 

4,303 
(9%) 

4,510 
(10%) 

West Midlands  5,711 
(13%) 

5,397 
(12%) 

5,532 
(12%) 

5,557 
(12%) 

Yorks303
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o not having information on type of deafness for some children. 
o covid-19 pressure on audiology services and education services potentially causing some gaps in 

data. 
 
The extent of these issues and gaps is a reminder that the figures generated from the CRIDE survey need to 
be used with caution. The data in this report is only as good as the data provided to us by local authorities, 
and the above section raises questions about how we can improve the data collected on deaf children. At 
the same time, we believe that data generated 

http://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/datasets/populationestimatesforukenglandandwalesscotlandandnorthernireland
http://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/datasets/populationestimatesforukenglandandwalesscotlandandnorthernireland
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Table 7: Number of children, living in the area, by educational setting  
 

Type of educational provision  Number of 
deaf children  

Percentage of total 
(where known) 

In local 
authority  

Supported only at home – pre-school children 2,958 7% 

Early years setting – pre-school children 2,323 6% 

Supported at home – of school age and home educated 190 0% 

Mainstream state-
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Table 11: Number of deaf children on caseloads reported, over successive years  
 

Year Number of children 
on caseload 

Definition of caseload Number of 
services 

2021 42,353 Some form of support at least once a year 132 

2020 32,820 Some form of support more than once a year 103* 

2019 40,217 Some form of support more than once a year 131 

2018 42,058 Clear definition not provided 130 

2017 35,666 Some form of support more than once a year 129 

2016 40,084 Some form of support at least once a year 131 

2015 32,773 Some form of support more than once a year 129 

2014 33,139 Some form of support more than once a year 132 

2013 32,011 Some form of support more than once a year 131 

2012 31,425 Some form of support more than once a year 126 

2011 31,067 Clear definition not provided 123 

*There was a lower number of responses to the survey in 2020 due to the covid-19 pandemic. 

 
We asked services to split out how many children on their caseloads had a temporary conductive hearing 
loss. 91 services reported that there were 4,027 children. Caution is needed here given that a number of 
services stated that they were not always able to distinguish in their databases whether a child had 
temporary or permanent deafness or stated that they did not hold this data.  
 
If there are 45,060 permanently deaf children living in England and 38,326 on services’ caseloads with 
permanent deafness, there are at least 6,734 deaf children (15%) who are not being supported by the 
service at least once a year. It does not automatically follow that 15% of permanently deaf children are not 
receiving any support at all; many may be receiving support less than once a year from a service, or 
elsewhere from, for example, special schools for deaf children or resource provisions not managed by the 
service.   
 
How do CRIDE’s 2021 figures compare to School Census figures?  
 
Because of the differences in how data have been collected and definitions used, we recommend the 
following figures be used as a basis for further debate and analysis, rather than to reach firm conclusions.  
 
School Census figures for 202113 indicate there are 23,215 children where deafness is the primary special 
educational need (SEN) and who have been placed at SEN support or have an Education, Health and Care 
(EHC) plan. School Census figures also indicate that there are an additional 5,199 children where deafness 
is a secondary need. The School Census therefore records a total of 28,414 children where deafness is a 
primary or secondary need. The 28,414 deaf children identified by the School Census amount to 63% of the 
45,060 deaf children identified by local authorities through CRIDE.

http://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-special-educational-needs-sen
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Table 12: Comparison of data on school-aged children from School Census and CRIDE 
 

 Number of deaf SEN 
children – from School 
Census   

Number of deaf children 
– from CRIDE 2021 

Percentage of deaf SEN 
children as total of CRIDE 
figure 

Primary aged (5 to 10) 9,451 17,855 53% 
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PART 2: Teachers of the Deaf and other specialist staff 
 
We asked how many Teachers of the Deaf are working in different settings, including those in a peripatetic 
role, working in resource provisions14 and/or working in a special school or college not specifically for deaf 
children or young people. Figures for numbers of Teachers of the Deaf in special schools for deaf children 
in England were collected in 
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As set out earlier, when making year on year comparisons, anomalies can sometimes appear in the 
responses. We make every effort to investigate any anomalies that appear particularly strange. However, 
services and schools do not always respond to such queries. 
 
Table 15: Changes in numbers of Teachers of the Deaf from year to year15  
 

 Teachers of the Deaf 
with the mandatory 
qualification in 
employment 

Teachers of the 
Deaf with the 
mandatory 
qualification in 
employment or 
in training 

Number of 
teachers working 
as Teachers of 
the Deaf in 
employment 

Number of 
vacant posts 

Number of 
Teacher of the 
Deaf posts 
(including 
vacancies) 

2021 886.82 975.92 987.52 44.65 1,032.17 
2019 903.41 1,007.77 1,019.37 34.8 1,054.17 
2018 898.82 1,020.62 1,027.87 30.8 
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Table 18: Number of qualified Teachers of the Deaf and teachers in training for the mandatory qualification 
by region 
 

Region  Number of 
qualified or 
trainee 
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Table 20: Additional specialist qualification as educational audiologists 
 

 Number of 
teachers  

Percentage Number of services with 
staff in relevant category  
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Age profile of peripatetic Teachers of the Deaf  
 
We asked about the age profile of Teachers of the Deaf. We continue to be concerned that the number of 
newly recruited Teachers of the Deaf is significantly lower than the number of Teachers of the Deaf retiring 
from the profession.  
 
The following table indicates that 53% of peripatetic Teachers of the Deaf are over the age of 50 and hence 
likely to retire in the next 10 to 15 years. This figure is unchanged since 2019.  
 
Table 22: Age profile of peripatetic Teachers of the Deaf 
 

 Number of peripatetic teachers  Percentage of total 

Aged 49 or under 300.54 47% 

Aged between 50 and 59 273.95 42% 

Aged between 60 and 64 64.95 10% 

Aged 65 or over 6.2 1% 

Total 645.64  

 
Peripatetic Teachers of the Deaf caseloads  
 
This section looks at the theoretical or notional 
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7 services stated there was a resource provision in their area but could not, or did not, tell us how many 
Teachers of the Deaf were employed in resource provisions.18 This is despite the fact that local authorities 
have a strategic responsibility towards children with special educational needs and a duty to keep 
provision under review.  
 
Teachers of the Deaf working mainly in a special school or college not specifically for deaf 
children or young people 
 
Seven services reported they had Teachers of the Deaf working mainly in a special school or college not 
specifically for deaf children or young people, with 20.1 fte Teachers of the Deaf working in this way. This 
has decreased from 25.8 in 2019. This amounts to a 22% decline. 
 
The majority (95%) were Teachers of the Deaf with the mandatory qualification, and 5% were in training.  
 
Teachers of the Deaf working flexibly across peripatetic services and other education settings 
 
13 services reported that they employed Teachers of the Deaf who worked flexibly across peripatetic 
services, resource provisions and special schools/colleges not specifically for deaf children or young 
people, with 21.8 fte Teachers of the Deaf working in this way. This is a 5% increase from 20.8 in 2019.  
 
The majority (93%) were Teachers of the Deaf holding the mandatory qualification, 5% were in training, 
and the remaining 3% were qualified teachers without the MQ and not in training. 
 
Teachers of the Deaf working in special schools for deaf children 
 
This data was collected through a short separate targeted directly at special schools for deaf children. 12 
schools responded to the survey. 
 
Table 25: Number of Teachers of the Deaf in post in special schools for deaf children 
 



24 
 

Other specialist staff  

We changed the way we asked about specialist staff (other than Teachers of the Deaf) in the 2021 survey, 
asking for information on those who are directly employed by the service (rather than who are known to 
the service). This change was made to ensure greater consistency in our reporting. It 
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When services stated that there were other roles, they were asked to specify. These included: 
 

¶ Specialist Nursery Nurse 

¶ Early Years Educator/Early Years Specialist Practitioner 

¶ Advisory Deaf Inclusion Worker 

¶ Behaviour and Wellbeing Officer 

¶ Early Intervention Worker 

¶ Specialist Support Worker 

¶ Specialist Sensory Learning Mentor for HI and VI 

¶ Cued Speech Early Years Practitioner 

¶ Portage Worker 

¶ MSI Intervenor 

¶ Specialist Cover Supervisor 

¶ Administration posts. 
 
Some services also referred to specialist staff who were provided by another service, for example, 
t
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In the survey we did not specially ask about other specialist staff who held no qualifications in BSL. 
However, a comparison of the figures for teaching assistants and communication support workers in tables 
26 and 27 suggests that there are at least 58 other specialist staff (10%) who are directly employed by the 
service who do not hold any BSL qualifications.  
 
The National Deaf Children’s Society recommends that deaf children who use BSL are supported by staff 
with at least a level 3 qualification in BSL. The table above indicates that 37% of relevant teaching 
assistants, etc. employed directly by the service hold a level 3 or higher qualification.  
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PART 3: Post-16 support  
 
Young people who have left school 
 
We asked how many deaf young people left school at the end of the 2019/20 academic year. 117 services 
responded to this question, reporting 1,881 deaf young people as having left school. We believe this figure 
to be lower than the number we would expect to be leaving school. For example, we saw earlier that there 
are 15,203 secondary-aged deaf children, suggesting there are around 3,000 in each year group.  
 
Services also reported that 1,061 young people had a transition plan informed by a Teacher of the Deaf 
(56% of the deaf young people who had left school).  
 
We asked if services provided support to deaf young people in further education or other post-school 
destinations. 103 services (79%) said they did, and 28 services (21%) said they didn’t, and one service did 
not answer this question.  
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Table 29: Support on careers advice and moving into employment 

 
Category Yes – number 

and 
percentage of 
services 

No – number 
and 
percentage of 
services 

Not sure – 
number and 
percentage of 
services 

Total  
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PART 4: Support provided  
 
Where services are based  
 
Table 31: Where services are based  
 

 Number of services  Percentage 

Based in the local authority  113 86% 

Based in a school with a resource provision 4 3% 

Based in a special school for deaf children  1 1%  

Based in a special school not specifically for deaf children 6 5% 

Provided by another body or organisation 4 3% 

Other  4 3% 

Total  132  

 
When services answered ‘Other’ they were asked to specify. Answers included: 
 

¶ dual-funded with service based in the local authority and special school not specifically for deaf 
children 

¶ joint arrangement between six local authorities hosted by a social enterprise on behalf of a local 
authority 

¶ joint venture between a county council and Babcock International 

¶ a company wholly owned by the county council. 

a
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provision, base or unit, regardless of whether staff in the resource provision are employed by the local 
authority or by the school. We found that:  
 

¶ 
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PART 5: Background and methodology   
 
CRIDE is a consortium bringing together a range of organisations and individuals with a common interest in 
using research to improve the educational outcomes achieved by deaf children. At the time the survey was 
sent out, representatives included: BATOD, Frank Barnes School for Deaf Children, Mary Hare, National 
Deaf Children’s Society, National Sensory Impairment Partnership (NatSIP), UCL, University of Edinburgh, 
consultants with expertise in deafness, and specialist education services for deaf children in 
Cambridgeshire, Camden, Kent, and Leeds. 
 
The survey was designed and created by members of CRIDE. The CRIDE survey alternates between a full 
and a shorter survey from year to year. In 2021, a full survey was issued.  
 
The survey was disseminated to services in England in February 2021 by National Deaf Children’s Society 
staff on behalf of CRIDE. Where there was no response by 15 March, members of CRIDE contacted services 
by email and/or telephone. Following this, as a last resort, Freedom of Information requests were sent out 
from the end of April 2021 to the remaining services who had not responded by then.  
 
The table below sets out the response rate at each stage.  
 
Table 36: Response rate by services to the CRIDE survey  
 

 Number of responses  Cumulative total 

First deadline – 15 March 2021 101 101 

Second deadline following chasers  16 117 

Returned later following a Freedom of 
Information request 

15 132 

 
Services were able to respond by completing a Word document of the survey. Analysis of the results using 
Excel and drafting of this report was largely completed by the National Deaf Children’s Society, with 
guidance and clearance from members of CRIDE.  
 

mailto:cride@ndcs.org.uk
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Annex: Information by local authority 
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Number of 
permanently 
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Number of 
permanently 
deaf children 
living in the 
geographical 
area covered 
by the service 

Number of 
children with 
permanent or 
temporary 
deafness on 
the caseload 
for the service 

Number of 
children with 
temporary 
deafness on 
the caseload 
for the service 
 

Teachers of 
the Deaf in the 
specialist 
peripatetic 
service   

Teachers of 
the Deaf in 
resource 
provisions  

Teachers of 
the Deaf 
mainly in a 
special school 
or college not 
specifically for 
deaf children 
and young 
people 

Teachers of 
the Deaf 
working 
flexibly  

Theoretical 
caseloads for 
peripatetic 
Teachers of 
the Deaf 

Average 
pe 




