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Table 1: Number of deaf children reported, over successive years 
 

 Number of children reported 

CRIDE 2018 43,467 

CRIDE 2017 (adjusted total) 6 45,631 

CRIDE 2016 41,261
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this is likely to be because of the failure in the 2018 survey to give a definition. Many services may have 
given a figure for children who receive support once a year or less.  
 
CRIDE asked services how many of the children on their caseloads had a temporary conductive hearing 
loss. 113 services responded to this question and reported that there are 5,098 children with temporary 
conductive deafness supported by services that they were able to tell us about. 
 
A number of services stated that in some children it can be difficult to determine whether their deafness is 
temporary or not. Other services were not always able to distinguish in their databases whether a child 
had temporary or permanent deafness or stated that they did not hold this data.  
 
If there are 43,467 permanently deaf children living in England and 36,960 ƻƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΩ ŎŀǎŜƭƻŀŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
permanent deafness, there are at least 6,507 deaf children who are not being supported by the service 
more than once a year. In other words, the figures suggest that 85% of permanently deaf children receive 
support from their local service. It does not automatically follow that 15% of permanently deaf children are 
not receiving any support at all; many may be receiving support once a year from a service, or elsewhere 
from, for example, special schools for deaf children or resource provisions not managed by the service.   
 
How do CRIDE’s 2018 figures compare to School Census figures?  
 
Because of the differences in how data have been collected and definitions used, CRIDE recommends the 
following figures be used as a basis for further debate and analysis, rather than to reach firm conclusions.  
 
School Census figures for 2018[1] indicate there are 21,746 children where deafness is the primary special 
educational need (SEN) and who have been placed at SEN support or have a statement of SEN/Education, 
Health and Care (EHC) plan. School Census figures also indicate that there are an additional 5,092 children 
where deafness is a secondary need. The School Census therefore records a total of 26,838 children where 
deafness is a primary or secondary need. The 26,838 deaf children identified by the School Census amount 
to 62% of the 43,467 deaf children identified by local authorities through CRIDE. 
 
A percentage of pupils - 38% - are not captured by published Government data, when compared to those 
identified by local authorities, as the definitions underpinning different data sources differ and data is not 
available for pre-school pupils, or those in further education or training. In particular, we are not aware of 
any other published government data on numbers of deaf children in the early years or who are in further 
education. In addition, the School Census does not capture data on deaf children who have not been 
formally identified as having a special educational need.  
 
Table 3: Number of deaf children in England reported by CRIDE and by the School Census  
 

 Number of deaf children 
reported by CRIDE (adjusted 
totals) 

Number of deaf 
children reported by 
School Census  

School Census total as 
percentage of CRIDE 
total  

2018 43,467 26,838 62% 

2017 45,631 26,140 58% 

2016 41,261 25,367 61% 

2015 41,291 23,945 58% 

2014 40,614 16,470 41% 

2013 37,948 16,270 43% 

2012 37,414 16,130 43% 

 
[1] www.gov.uk/government/statistics/special-educational-needs-in-england-january-2018. School Census figures apply to January 2018 when a number of 
statements of SEN were still in place in some areas. All statements should now have been replaced by Education, Health and Care plans.  

http://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/special-educational-needs-in-england-january-2018
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It should be noted that before 2015, the School Census figure did not include children who were placed at 
ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜƴ Ψ{ŎƘƻƻƭ !ŎǘƛƻƴΩ ƴƻǊ ŘƛŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŘŜŀŦƴŜǎǎ was a secondary need.  
 
There was a total 8,064 deaf children with a statement of SEN or an Education, Health and Care plan (of 
whom 5,870 are children where deafness is a primary need and 2,194 a secondary need). Comparing this 
figure with the number of children identified by the CRIDE survey, this would indicate that only around 
19% of deaf children have a statement or EHC plan.  

 
  



7 

 

PART 2: Teachers of the Deaf and other specialist staff 
 
The survey asked how many Teachers of the Deaf are working in different settings, including those in a 
peripatetic role, working in resource provisions and/or working in a special school or college not 
specifically for deaf children or young people. Figures for numbers of Teachers of the Deaf in special 
schools for deaf children in England were collected in a separate survey.    
 
Figures are expressed as Full Time Equivalent (fte) posts; a 0.5 Teacher of the Deaf fte post could, for 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ΨǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿŜŜƪΩ ŀǎ ŀ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀŦΦ  
 
In total, there are at least 898.82 fte fully qualified Teachers of the Deaf in employment in England working 
in a peripatetic role, in resource provisions and/or in a special school or college not specifically for deaf 
children or young people. There are an additional 138.9 qualified Teachers of the Deaf working in special 
schools for deaf children, giving a total of 1037.72 qualified Teachers of the Deaf.  
 
Overall, there are at least 1,239.57 teachers working as Teachers of the Deaf in England. 84% of these 
posts are occupied by a fully qualified Teacher of the Deaf with the remaining posts occupied by teachers 
in training (14%) or qualified teachers without the mandatory qualification and no immediate plans to 
begin training for this (2%).  
 
At the time the survey was completed, there were 32.2 vacant posts. If the vacant posts are added to the 
total number of Teachers of the Deaf in employment, this would indicate there are at least 1,271.77 
Teacher of the Deaf posts, of which 3% are vacant.  
 
The following table provides a breakdown by type of setting. It indicates that Teachers of the Deaf working 
in special schools for deaf children are more likely to be unqualified and not in training for the mandatory 
Teacher of the Deaf post. It is a statutory requirement that teachers of classes of deaf children hold the 
mandatory qualification as a Teacher of the Deaf or in training for the post with a view to gaining the 
qualification within three years.   
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Table 4: Number of Teachers of the Deaf in employment overall  
 

 Working 
mainly as a 
peripatetic 
Teacher of 
the Deaf 
(total and 
percentage) 

Working 
mainly in a 
resource 
provision 
(total and 
percentage) 

Working 
mainly in a 
special school 
or college not 
specifically 
for deaf 
children or 
young people 
(total and 
percentage) 

Working 
flexibly as a 
peripatetic 
Teacher of 
the Deaf, in a 
resource 
provision 
and/or in a 
special school 
or college not 
specifically 
for deaf 
children or 
young people 
(total and 
percentage) 

Working 
mainly in a 
special school 
for deaf 
children 
(total and 
percentage)  

Teacher of 
the Deaf 
posts overall 
(total and 
percentage) 

Teachers of the 
Deaf with the 
mandatory 
qualification  

593.66  
(92%) 

269.66  
(79%) 

19.4  
(71%) 

16.1  
(85%) 

138.9 
(66%) 

1,037.72  
(84%) 

Teachers in 
training for the 
mandatory 
qualification 
within 3 years 

47.1  
(7.184 60.96 re
W* n
BT
/F1 10.08 Tf
1 0 0 1 146.45 521.42 Tm
0 G
[( )] TJ
E 
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The table below looks at combined figures for qualified Teachers of the Deaf and those in training for the 
mandatory qualification.  
 
Table 8: Number of qualified Teachers of the Deaf or teachers in training for the mandatory qualification by 
region 
 

Region  Number of 
qualified or 
trainee 
Teachers of the 
Deaf in 
2010/11 
 

Number of 
qualified or 
trainee 
Teachers of the 
Deaf in 
2016/17 
 

Number of 
qualified or 
trainee 
Teachers of the 
Deaf in 
2017/18 

Percentage 
change 
between 
2010/11 and 
2017/18 

Percentage 
change 
between 
2016/17 and 
2017/18 

East England  105.1 97.65 99.6 -5% 2% 

East Midlands   95.4 73.1 68.8 -28% -6% 

London  183.7 191 189.21 3% -1% 

North East  62.6 61.7 56.6 -10% -8% 

North West  209.66 160.8 153.7 -27% -4% 

South East  153.45 140.38

2 7
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In terms of fully qualified peripatetic Teachers of the Deaf, the numbers within each service ranged from 
0.6 to 14.3. The average number of peripatetic Teachers of the Deaf (with the mandatory qualification) per 
service is 5.  
 
24 services employ two or fewer peripatetic Teachers of the Deaf, of which 3 services employed one or 
fewer (e.g. 0.5 fte) peripatetic Teachers of the Deaf.  
 
Teachers of the Deaf in resource provisions 
 
The survey asked how many Teachers of the Deaf were employed in resource provisions for deaf children. 
Respondents were ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ όǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ {9b 
Co-ordinator, for example). 
 
Table 10: Number of Teachers of the Deaf in resource provisions  

 Number of teachers   Percentage  Number of services with 
staff in relevant category 

Teachers of the Deaf with the 
mandatory qualification  

269.6( )6(T)7(h)5(e )4(5 2 )6(T)7(7(n)-57 96.744 0.48 re
f*
436.49 588.17 0.48001 0.48 re
f*
436.97 55
[(r)7(e)3(l)7(e)3(v)-4(a)-5(n)-5(t )861(o)7( )] TJ
ET
Q
q
0.000008869 0 595.2 841.92 re
W* n
BT
 150.55 26.904 re
W* n5
BT
/F3 11.04 Tf1.92 re
W* n
BT
 150.55 26
[(r)7(e)3(l)7(e)3(v)-4(a)5(e)3(n)t )861(o)7( )] 595.2 151.92 79
W* n
BT
/F3 11.04 Tf1.92 re
W* n
BT
 150.55 26
[(r)7(e)3(l)7(e)3(v)-4(a)55st o 
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Teachers of the Deaf working flexibly across peripatetic services and other education settings 
 
Services were asked if they had Teachers of the Deaf working flexibly across peripatetic services, resource 
provisions and special schools/colleges not specifically for deaf children or young people. 15 services 
reported that they did, with 18.85 Teachers of the Deaf working in this way. This is a decrease of 6.25 from 
25.1 in 2016/17.  
 
The vast majority (85%) were Teachers of the Deaf with the mandatory qualification, 11% were in training, 
and the remaining 4% were qualified teachers without the MQ and not in training. 
 
Teachers of the Deaf working in special schools for deaf children  
 
The following table is based on responses from 13 out of 17 special schools for deaf children in England.  
 
Table 11: Number of Teachers of the Deaf in special schools for deaf children  

 Number of teachers    Percentage  

Teachers of the Deaf with the mandatory 
qualification  

138.9 66% 

Teachers in training for the mandatory 
qualification within 3 years 

55.4 26% 

Qualified teachers without the mandatory 
qualification and not in training  

17.4 8% 

Total 211.7 100% 

 
A one-off survey in 2016 by CRIDE found that there were at least 251.7 Teacher of the Deaf posts in special 
schools across the UK.  
 
Making like for like comparisons is tricky given that the 2018 figures apply to England and the 2016 figures 
to the UK and given the slight difference in response rates between the two surveys. However, the CRIDE 
2017 survey for Scotland reported that there were 18.8 Teachers of the Deaf working in special schools in 
Scotland for deaf children. Adding this to the 213.1 figure above gives a figure of 231.9. This suggests a 
decrease of around 19.8 Teachers of the Deaf in special schools for deaf children ς an 8% decrease in two 
years.   
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There were also some positive changes reported: 
 

¶ Increased capacity  

¶ Increased funding to cover need 

¶ Support being extended to children with a severe to profound unilateral hearing loss 

¶ Support being extended to young people up to the age of 25, including support to colleges and other 
providers. 

 
Funding arrangements  
 
We asked how services were funded. Services were able to select as many answers as applied to their 
funding arrangements. 
 
Table 13: How services were funded 
 

 Number of services  Percentage of services 

From the high needs block 120 92% 

Top sliced from the schools block 18 14% 

Top sliced from the early years block 7 5% 

From income generated by selling of services to early year 
settings 

4 3% 

From income generated by selling of services to mainstream 
schools 

11 8% 

From income generated by selling of services to mainstream 
post-16 providers 

18 14% 

From income generated by selling of services to special 
schools or colleges 

9 7% 

Other
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Table 14: Charging of services for children with a statement or an Education, Health and Care plan 
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PART 4: Thematic questions: Early years support 
 

Services were asked if parents of deaf children aged 0-4 were provided with radio aids/assistive listening 
devices for use within the home. 81 services (62%) answered yes, and 49 services (38%) answered no. This 
is an increase from 2016 when CRIDE last asked this question. Then, CRIDE found that 60 or 46% of services 
made radio aids available for use within the home for pre-school deaf children. This suggests that the 
overall number of local authorities making radio aids available to families to use in the home with pre-
school deaf children has increased by a third.  
 
A closer examination of the results indicates that of the 128 services that gave a response in both 2016 and 
2018:  
 

¶ 29 ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƴƻǿ ƳŀƪŜ ǊŀŘƛƻ ŀƛŘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ  

¶ 7 services no longer make radio aids available when previously they did 

¶ 52 services continue to make radio aids available
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¶ The need/benefit of a radio aid should be evidenced through a successful radio aid trial 

¶ Child is walking 

¶ Children with hearing aids are fitted as soon as needed and recommended by the educational 
audiologist. 
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PART 5: Thematic questions: Access arrangements 
 

We asked services how many deaf students in year 11 would be undertaking public examinations in 
summer 2018. 124 services were able to provide data, indicating 2,005 students. 
 
Services were then asked for how many of these students had access arrangements (related to their 
hearing loss) been requested or arranged. 83 services were able to provide data for this question, 
indicating 553 students. 47 services stated that they did not know this information.  
 
We asked services to provide more information about the access arrangements (related to a young 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ loss) that were requested or arranged: 
 
Table 17: Access arrangements  
 

 Number of services 
where this access 
arrangement had 
been requested 

Number of students 
for whom access 
arrangement had 
been requested 

Number of students 
for whom any 
requested access 
arrangements were 
rejected or not put 
in place  

Number of services 
that did not know 
this information 

Extra time  85 370 <5 39 

Oral Language 
Modifier 

19 23 <5 45 

BSL interpreter  20 35 0 42 

Live speaker 58 213 0 39 

Reader 47 120 <5 42 

Other 36 129 0 48 

 
Whilst the table above is reassuring in that relatively few access arrangements are being rejected or not 
put into place, it should be noted that many services acknowledged that they did not alway8(erW* n91.944 0.ader)] TJ
ET
Q
q
3
f*
4 841.925/3
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¶ Use of a laptop. 
 



http://www.batod.org.uk/
http://www.city.ac.uk/
http://www.city.ac.uk/
http://www.earfoundation.org.uk/
http://ewing-foundation.org.uk/
http://ndcs.org.uk/
http://www.natsip.org.uk/
http://www.natsip.org.uk/
http://www.fbarnes.camden.sch.uk/
http://www.maryhareschool.org.uk/
http://www.maryhareschool.org.uk/
http://www.ed.ac.uk/
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/
mailto:cride@ndcs.org.uk
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Annex: Information by local authority 
 

This table sets out some individual data from services. Local authorities were asked to provide figures for 
the number of children and Teachers of the Deaf as of 31 January 2018.  
 
Please note that where the number of 
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Nottingham 282 183 0 5 3.8 0 1 

Nottinghamshire 331 331 
 No 

answer 7.7 0 0 0 

        

London        

Barking and Dagenham 150 174 24 2 8 0 0 

Barnet 302 218 <5 2.2 4.2 0 0 

Bexley 210 213 <5 1 2.8 0 0 

Brent 237 202 10 3.4 4 1 0 

Bromley 228 214 17 3.3 5 0 0 

Camden 180 220 11 2 0 0 0 

Croydon 353 222 <5 5.6 4 0 0 

Ealing 267 117 8 1.8 3 0 0 

Greenwich  364 340 81 3.2 9.8 0 0 

Hackney 314 317 9 4 1 0 0 
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Medway 225 240 0 2 3.5 0 0 

Milton Keynes 262 275 13 2.5 2.6 0 0 

Oxfordshire 455 644 157 12.9 1.9 0 1.55 

Portsmouth 175 168 25 2 0 0 0.2 

Southampton 176 260 84 2.2 2 0 0 

Surrey 836 836 0 11 7 0 0 

West Sussex 600 225 23 4.8 4.2 1 0 

        

South West        

Bath & NE Somerset, Bristol, 
North Somerset and South 
Gloucester 873 517 238 10.9 5.4 0 0 

Cornwall 222 259 37 11.8 0 0 0 

Devon 792 775 79 6.6 0.6 0 1 

Dorset, Bournemouth, and 
Poole 620 502 

No 
answer  10.2 0 0 0 

Gloucestershire 440 449 9 4.9 0 0 0 

Plymouth 168 199 31 2 3 0 0 

Somerset 321 312 20 8.15 0 0 0 

Swindon 205 457 252 4.8 1.6 0 0 

Torbay9 83 97 12 1.5 1.1 0 0 

Wiltshire  310 258 30 5.6 0.7 0 1 

        

West Midlands        

Birmingham 1526 658 
No 

answer  15.6 14.1 1 0 

Coventry 400 297 
 No 

answer 4.5 2.8 0 0 

Dudley 240 298 133 3.2 5.2 0 0 

Herefordshire 137 232 95 3.4 0 0 0 

Sandwell 335 356 
No 

answer  5.3 1.8 0 0 

Solihull  177 242 61 3 0.4 0 0 

Staffordshire 655 698 43 12 0 0 0 

Stoke on Trent  313 326 0 4.1 1.8 0 0 

Telford and Wrekin and 
Shropshire  471 602 131 8.5 0 1 0 

Walsall 335 312 
No 

answer  3 1.9 0 0 
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City of York  172 172 42 3 0 0 0 

Doncaster 323 327 0 6.4 3.7 0 0 

East Riding of Yorkshire 143 151 21 4 0 0 0 

Hull 214 235 10 4 5 0 0 

Kirklees 598 336 11 2 1.4 0 3.6 

 


