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Interpreting the results
Services were asked to give figures for the position as of 315t January 2016.

It is clear that many services still report difficulties in extracting data about deaf children in their
area and there remain inconsistencies in how different questions are completed throughout the
survey. The response rates to individual questions sometimes vary. Therefore, the results
should continue to be used with caution. Any notable differences between the findings from
this survey and those from previous years have been highlighted in the report. In 2016, after five
years of conducting the survey and carrying out a substantial review, CRIDE made a number of
significant changes to the questions. Caution is also needed due to differences in response rates
to individual questions and potential mistakes in data provision between surveys.

Please note that all percentages have been rounded up or down to the nearest whole number.
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PART 1: Deaf children in England

How many deaf children are there?

In 2016, services were asked to give details of deaf children living in the geographical area
covered by them3. This was a change in wording which attempted to make the question clearer,
but asked about the same group of children as the questions on children ‘belonging’ to services in



Table 2: Number of deaf children in England, by region

Region Number of deaf



Figures published by the Department for Education do not allow us to establish how many children
where deafness is a secondary need have a statement of SEN/EHC plan. If an assumption is
made that all of these additional children have a statement or plan, this would give a total of up
10,805 deaf children. This amounts to 26% of the 41,261 deaf children identified by CRIDE.

Number of deaf children on services’ caseloads

Earlier, this report






least 1,120.18 Teacher of the Deaf posts, of which 5% are vacant. There is a rise in the number of
vacant posts from 46.6 fte in 2015.

The following table looks at changes in the number of qualified Teachers of the Deaf in
employment and posts over successive years.

Table 5: Changes in numbers of Teachers of the Deaf from year to year

| | 2010/11 | 2011/12 |2012/13 | 2013/14 | 2014/15 |2015/16 |
Teachers of the Deaf with the 1,062.11 1,063.7 1,031.9 999.2

mandatory qualification in

employment



Table 7: Number of services in which






Table 9: Number of Teachers of the Deaf in resource provisions

Number of teachers (FTE) | Percentage Number of services
in resource provisions with staff in relevant
category
Teachers of the Deaf with 297.18 82% 81
the mandatory qualification
Teachers in training for the 59.9 16% 40

mandatory qualification
within 3 years
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Quality standards
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PART 4: Thematic questions:
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Decided on a case-by-case basis.

Parents having to sign a loan agreement/guidelines document.

Parents having to take out insurance for using the system at home (although this was not
always possible or enforced and some services reported that parents were unable to obtain
insurance for the system as the equipment did not belong to them).

Children having a certain level of hearing loss (usually moderate or greater).

Children being good/established user of hearing aids.

The family being aware and able to use and care for the system effectively.

On this theme, CRIDE separately asked whether parents of deaf children aged 5 to 16 were
provided with radio aids for use within the home in the local authority or authorities covered by the
service.

Table 18: Availability of radio aids for school-aged deaf children to use within the home

Number of services Percentage
Available in the area 83 63%
Not available in the area 49 37%
Total 132

Where services answered yes, CRIDE asked what eligibility criteria were in place. Answers
included those listed above as well as:
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