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PART 1: Overall number of deaf children (“belonging”) 
 
Services were asked to give details of deaf children “belonging” to the service. “Belonging” was 
defined as: all deaf children who live in the local authority3.  
 
According to our surveys, the adjusted total number of deaf children aged 0 to 19 across England, 
Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales is at least 48,846. This figure is a 1% increase from 48,125 
in 2014 and an 18% increase since 2011. It is difficult to be certain about the extent to which this 
increase is due to changes in demography or accuracy in reporting. 
 
Table 1: Number of deaf children belonging, by nation and region in 2015  
 
Country  

Region 
Number of deaf children 
reported (2015) 

Percentage as UK total 
(2015) 

England 41,284 84% 
East England 3,840 8% 

East Midlands 3,394 7% 
London 6,518 13% 

North East 2,201 5% 
North West 5,780 12% 
South East 5,614 11% 

South West 
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Table 2: Number of deaf children belonging, by nation and region, over successive years  
 
Country  

Region 
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

England 34,927 37,414 37,588 40,614 41,284 
East England 2,572 3,291 3,916 3,598 3,840 

East Midlands 2,334 2,436 2,374 3,737 3,394 
London 5,271 5,642 6,110 6,247 6,518 

North East 1,949 2,056 2,016 2,110 2,201 
North West 5,037 5,346 4,656 5,900 5,780 



5 
 

Table 





7 
 

The following table looks at the proportion of school-aged deaf children in different educational 
settings.  
 
Table 10: Number and proportion of school-aged deaf children belonging by type of educational 
provision (excluding pre-school, post 16 and óOtherô) in 2015  
 

 England Northern 
Ireland 

Scotland Wales UK 

Supported at home – of 
school age and home 
educated 

254  
(1%) 

<5  
(0%) 

50  
(2%) 
 

5  
(0%) 

310  
(1%) 

Mainstream state-funded 
schools (including 
academies and free 
schools) 

25,142  
(78%) 

875*  
(75%) 

1,842  
(80%) 

2,521 
(85%) 

30,380* 
(78%) 

Resource provision in 
mainstream schools 

2,298  
(7%) 

35  
(3%) 

145  
(6%) 
 

200*  
(7%) 

2,676*  
(7%) 
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Table 19: Support provided by 
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Table 22: Proportion of deaf children supported, by nation and region between 2011 and 2015  
 
Country   

Region 
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

England 83% 89% 84% 84% 83% 
East England 5% 8% 8% 8% 8% 

East Midlands 4% 7% 6% 6% 7% 
London 13% 12% 12% 13% 13% 

North East 5% 5% 5% 5% 4% 
North West 11% 14% 11% 13% 12% 
South East 13% 12% 11% 12% 11% 

South West 8% 8% 7% 7% 7% 
West Midlands  12% 10% 12% 10 % 10% 

Yorkshire and the 
Humber 

12% 12% 11% 12% 12% 

      
Northern Ireland 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 
Wales 7% 8% 7% 
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PART 3: Teachers of the Deaf and other specialist staff 
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In simple terms and for consistency, CRIDE calculates the theoretical caseloads by dividing the 
number of permanently deaf children belonging in any given area and in non-specialist provision5 
by the number of visiting Teachers of the Deaf who are qualified or in training for the mandatory 
qualification6. This will include some deaf children in some areas who are not being actively 
supported by the service. However, to exclude these children would obviously produce an 
incentive to improve the figures by cutting support. In addition, even where a service is simply 
monitoring a deaf child, this still requires time and resource from the visiting Teacher of the Deaf. 
Responses were excluded where there were gaps in either the number of Teachers of the Deaf or 
numbers of deaf children belonging.   
 
The CRIDE survey results show that across the UK, each visiting (peripatetic) Teacher of the Deaf 
has a theoretical average caseload of 47 deaf children. The highest caseload found was 172 in 
one area.  
 
Table 33: Ratio of deaf children being supported by each visiting Teacher of the Deaf, by nation 
and region in 2015  
 
Nation
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Table 34: Proportional differences in level of qualification of peripatetic Teachers of the Deaf 
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Table 37: Number of full time equivalent (FTE) specialist support staff overall, by role in 2015 
 

 England Northern 
Ireland 

Scotland Wales All countries 

Teaching 
assistants/Classroom 
support assistants etc 

780.47 
(55%) 

4.37  
(100%) 

54.6  
(51%) 

73.4  
(86%) 

912.84  
(57%) 

Communication support 
workers/Interpreters/ 
Communicators etc 

377.82 
(27%) 

0 21.4  
(20%) 
 

7.2  
(8%) 

406.42  
(25%) 

Deaf instructors/Deaf 
role models/Sign 
language instructors etc 

90.73 
(6%) 

0 9.1  
(8%) 

1.3  
(2%) 

101.13 
(6%) 

Educational audiologists 42.5 
(3%) 

0 5.9  
(5%) 

1  
(1%) 

49.4 
(3%) 

Technicians etc 27.22  
(2%) 

0 0  0.5  
(1%) 

27.72  
(2%) 

Speech and language 
therapists 

38.25 
(3%) 

0 6.1  
(6%) 

1.2  
(1%) 

45.55 
(3%) 
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PART 4: Eligibility frameworks and funding arrangements  
 
Table 38: Criteria/frameworks used to help determine the level of support for deaf children in 2015 
 
 England Northern 

Ireland 
Scotland Wales7 UK 

NatSIP criteria/eligibility 
framework  

99  
(77%) 

0 7  
(24%) 

15  
(100%) 

121  
(68%) 

Criteria developed 
locally 

23  
(18%) 

5  
(100%) 

19  
(66%) 

2  
(12%) 

49  
(28%) 

Other  7  
(5%) 

0 3  
(10%) 

0
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PART 6: Background and methodology   
 
CRIDE is a consortium bringing together a range of organisations and individuals with a common 
interest in improving the educational outcomes achieved by deaf children through research8. 
Representatives include: the British Association of Teachers of the Deaf 

http://www.batod.org.uk/
http://www.city.ac.uk/
http://www.city.ac.uk/
http://www.earfoundation.org.uk/
http://ewing-foundation.org.uk/
http://ndcs.org.uk/
http://www.natsip.org.uk/
http://www.fbarnes.camden.sch.uk/
http://www.maryhareschool.org.uk/
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/
mailto:professionals@ndcs.org.uk
http://www.batod.org.uk/index.php?id=/resources/survey/cride-dev.htm

