2019 report for Northern Ireland

CRIDE report on 2018/19 survey on
educational provision for deaf children in Northern Ireland

Introduction

In 2019, the Consortium for Research into Deaf Education (CRIDE) carried out its ninth annual survey on
educational staffing and service provision for deaf children. It covers the 2018/19 academic year®. This
report sets out the results of the survey for Northern Ireland and is intended for policy makers and anyone
with an interest in deaf education. We would like to thank the head of service in Northern Ireland for
responding to the survey and for her ongoing feedback and clarification.

Summary of key findings

1

There are at least 1,417 deaf children in Northern Ireland - a reported decrease of 16% over the past
year. The service reports that this reduction is due mainly to a more consistent approach to recording
children with recurrent temporary deafness.

78% of school-aged deaf children attend mainstream schools. 3% attend mainstream schools with
resource provisions. 19% attend other special schools, not specifically for deaf children.

26% of deaf children are recorded as having an additional special educational need.

4% of deaf children use an additional spoken language other than English in the home.

Of children who have a severe or profound hearing loss, 83% mainly communicate using spoken English
only in school or other education settings as their main language, 6% mainly use spoken English
together with signed support whilst 2% mainly use British Sign Language.

There are at least 29 Teacher of the Deaf posts, of which 10% were vacant. Of the 26 staff working as
Teachers of the Deaf, 97% held the mandatory qualification.

The number of qualified Teachers of the Deaf in employment fell by 11% over the past year. It has
fallen by 28% since the CRIDE survey started in 2011.

35% of peripatetic Teachers of the Deaf are over the age of 50 and thus are likely to retire in the next
10 to 15 years.

Peripatetic Teachers of the Deaf have an average theoretical caseload of 58 deaf children.

There are three resource provisions across Northern Ireland.

! Reports from previous years can be found on the BATOD website at www.batod.org.uk/information/cride-reports/ or on the National Deaf Children’s Society
website at www.ndcs.org.uk/CRIDE.



http://www.ndcs.org.uk/CRIDE
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How many deaf children are there?

In 2019, the service was asked to give details of deaf children living in Northern Ireland.?



What the survey tells us about the population of deaf children in Northern Ireland

The tables below provide breakdowns by age, level of deafness, and education setting. Please note that
the figures in this section do not include any deaf children in Jordanstown special school.

Table 2: Number of children living in the area, by age

Age group Number of deaf children | Percentage of total
reported

Early years/pre-school 229 17%

Primary-aged 590 43%

Secondary-aged 555 40%

Post-16 up to the age of 19 No response 0%

Total 1,374 100%

Table 3: Number of children living in the area, by level of deafness

Level of deafness Number of deaf children | Percentage of total
reported (where known)

Unilateral 323 24%

Mild 329 24%

Moderate 411 30%

Severe 138 10%

Profound 166 12%

Total (excluding ‘not known’) 1,367

Not known 7

Total (including ‘not known’) 1,374




Table 4: Number of children, living in the area, by educational setting

Type of setting Number | Percentage | Percentage of total
of total school-aged children
(i.e. excluding pre-
school children and
young people post-16)
181 13%

Supported only at home — pre-school children



http://www.education-ni.gov.uk/publications/recording-children-special-educational-needs-guidance-schools

Table 5: Number of deaf children with an additional SEN, by type of SEN

Number
of deaf
children
with an
additional



Deaf children with cochlear implants and bone conduction hearing devices

The service reported that 158 children (11% of deaf children) have at least one cochlear implant, up slightly
from 8% when this question was asked in 2017.

Eligibility for a cochlear implant is generally restricted to those with a severe to profound hearing loss (and
who do not receive adequate benefit from hearing aids). We saw earlier in table 3 that there are 304
children with a severe or profound hearing loss. Whilst this can only be a rough approximation, it can be
estimated that 52% of children with severe or profound hearing loss have at least one cochlear implant. If
one were to make an assumption that nearly all children with cochlear implants are those with a profound
hearing loss, this percentage would rise to 95%.

The service also reported that 30 children (2% of deaf children) have a bone conduction device. This is the
same percentage as when the question was asked in 2017.

Additional languages

The service was









The following table looks at changes in the reported number of qualified Teachers of the Deaf in
employment and posts over successive years.

Table 8: Changes in numbers of Teachers of the Deaf from year to year

\ | 2010711 | 2011/12 | 2012/13 | 2013/14 | 2014/15 | 2015/16 | 2016/17 | 2017/18 | 2018/19 |
Teachers of 34.9 29.6 30 28.6 30.6 32.6 29.3 28.4
the Deaf with
the mandatory
qualification in
employment
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Table 10: Age profile of peripatetic Teachers of the Deaf

Number of peripatetic00
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Number of resource provisions

We asked the service about the number of resource provisions (whether in mainstream or special schools).
Two primary resource provisions and one secondary resource provision were reported. This is unchanged
from previous years.

Eligibility criteria/frameworks

The service reported that there had not been any changes to their support allocation between the 2017/18
and 2018/19 academic years.

The service reported that they use the NatSIP Eligibility Framework for Scoring Support Levels (2017) to
help determine the level of support provided by Teachers of the Deaf to children. The framework includes
two examples for how support could be provided. The service reported that they used example two to
determine the quantity of support that a child will receive.

Quality standards

The service was asked to report which quality standards they used to review service development. It was
reported that the following were used:

NatSIP: Quality Standards for Sensory Support Services in England (2016)

NDCS Quality Standards: Early years support for children with a hearing loss, aged 0 to 5 (England)
Newborn hearing screening programme quality standards

NatSIP Quality Improvement Support Pack (2016).
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We then asked if they had shared the findings of any such audits or any work they had done in relation to
the above quality standards with the Children and Young People’s Strategic Partnership or its Locality
Planning Groups over the past year. The service reported that it had not.

Outcomes

The service reported that they do not collect data on educational outcomes achieved by deaf children at
the end of Key Stage 4, though they plan to do so in future.
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CRIDE is a consortium bringing together a range of
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http://www.batod.org.uk/
http://www.city.ac.uk/
http://www.earfoundation.org.uk/
http://ndcs.org.uk/
http://ndcs.org.uk/
http://www.natsip.org.uk/
http://www.fbarnes.camden.sch.uk/
http://www.fbarnes.camden.sch.uk/
http://www.maryhareschool.org.uk/
http://www.ed.ac.uk/
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/
mailto:cride@ndcs.org.uk

