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What the survey tells us about the population of deaf children in Northern Ireland

The tables below provide breakdowns by age, level of deafness, and education setting.

Table 2: Number of children living in the area, by age

Primary-aged

Age group Number of deaf Percentage of
children reported | total

Early years/pre-school 207 13%
703 45%







Table 6: Breakdown of types of educational provision

Type of educational provision (regardless
of whether in or out of local authority)

Supported only at home - pre-school

Number of
deaf children

Percentage of
total

Percentage of total
school-aged children
(i.e. excluding pre-
school children and
young people post-
16)




Services were asked to give a breakdown by type of additional SEN. Services were asked to break


http://www.education-ni.gov.uk/publications/recording-children-special-educational-needs-guidance-schools

them. The definition of learning difficulty or disability includes where children have a disability which
prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for children
of the same in age in schools within the local authority area. Again, the figures are therefore not directly
comparable with those from CRIDE.

Deaf children with cochlear implants and bone conduction hearing devices

Services reported that 127 children (8% of deaf children) have at least one cochlear implant, up slightly
from 7% when this question was asked in 2015. However, it should be noted that only four services
provided this information in 2015, whereas all 5 services provided information in 2017.

Services also reported that 25 children (2% of deaf children) have a bone conduction device. This is the
same as when the question was asked in 2015. Again, it should be noted that only four services provided
this information in 2015, whereas all 5 services provided information in 2017.

Additional languages

Services were asked to provide the number of deaf children living in the area that are known to have
English as an additional spoken language at home. All five services provided an answer to this question,
reporting that there were 50 children known to have English as an additional spoken language (3% of the
total deaf children reported).

Services were then asked to provide a breakdown of the total number of children who have a severe or
profound bilateral hearing loss, living in the area, according to which languages are mainly used at
school/other education setting. Previously, we have asked about children with any level of hearing loss. As
we were keen to get a better sense of the use of sign language in children with severe or profound hearing
loss, the question was narrowed in the 2017 survey.

Table 8: Number of severely/profoundly deaf children, by languages mainly used at school/other
educational setting

Language Total Percentage of responses (where
known)






supported by the service but who do not live in the same geographical area for that service. Children with
temporary deafness are also included in this question.

Based on responses from all five services, survey responses indicate that at least 1,205 deaf children with
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PART 2: Teachers of the Deaf and other specialist staff

The survey asked how many Teachers of the Deaf are working in different settings, including those in a
peripatetic role and/or working in resource provisions. Figures are expressed as Full Time Equivalent (fte)
posts; a 0.5 Teacher of the Deaf fte post could, for example, indicate that a person spent half of the
asked about Teachers of the Deaf who work mainly in a special school or college not specifically for deaf
children or young people. However, as services in Northern Ireland did not identify any Teachers of the
Deaf who fell into this category, figures will still be directly comparable from previous years.

In total, there are at least 26.3 FTE fully qualified Teachers of the Deaf in employment in Northern Ireland.

There are at least 30.3°
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Table 12: Percentage change in numbers of Teachers of the Deaf

Percentage change over Percentage change over
past 6 years (between past year (between
2010/11 and 2016/17) 2015/16 and 2016/17)

Teachers of the Deaf with the mandatory -16% -10%

qualification in employment

Number of teachers working as Teachers of the Deaf | -19% -10%

in employment

Number of vacant posts -23% -

Number of Teacher of the Deaf posts (including -19% -71%

vacancies)

CRIDE examined how many services had seen a change in the number of Teachers of the Deaf in the past
year and found that all five services had seen a decrease.

CRIDE asked if services had experienced difficulties in recruiting Teachers of the Deaf to both permanent
posts or for supply cover over the past 12 months. In both cases, no services reported difficulties in
recruiting for a permanent post and one service reported no difficulties, with 4 services stating that this
question was not applicable to them.

CRIDE also asked how many Teachers of the Deaf had an additional qualification in early years support.
Overall, there were 2.8 Teachers of the Deaf with this qualification, amounting to 9% of the total of
Teachers of the Deaf posts. All of the Teachers of the Deaf with this qualification work in a peripatetic role.

Services were also asked how many Teachers of the Deaf held an additional specialist qualification as an
educational audiologist. Overall there were 2 Teachers of the Deaf with this qualification, amounting to 7%
of the total of Teachers of the Deaf posts. All of the Teachers of the Deaf with this qualification work in a
peripatetic role.

Age profile of peripatetic Teachers of the Deaf

Services were asked about the age profile of Teachers of the Deaf. This was in response to continuing
concerns that the number of newly recruited Teachers of the Deaf is significantly lower than the number of
Teachers of the Deaf retiring from the professiZY" /11326 S5 DZZIE DZIGYHAIL IGAE +Z A_DADARSH DAZYDS

where there are insufficient numbers of Teachers of the Deaf to meet the needs of future deaf children.

The following table indicates that 61% of peripatetic Teachers of the Deaf are over the age of 50 and
hence, likely to retire in the next 10 to 15 years.

Table 14: Age profile of peripatetic Teachers of the Deaf
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Peripatetic Teachers of the Deaf caseloads
This section looks at the theoretical caseloads of each visiting Teacher of the Deaf by looking at the number

of deaf children living in an area who are not already in specialist provision (regardless of whether they are
receiving support or not). There are a range of views on both the usefulness of this and how best to
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PART 3: Support provided

Number of resource provisions

Services were asked about the number of resource provisions (whether in mainstream or special schools)
in their area. Two services had a resource provision for primary aged children in their area, and one service
had a resource provision for secondary aged children, giving a total of three resource provisions in three
different services overall. This is the same number of resource provisions reported in 2016.

Eligibility criteria/frameworks

Services were asked if there had been any changes to their support allocation between the 2015/16 and
2016/17 academic years. Two services (40%) reported that there had been changes and three (60%)
reported that there had been no changes. Where changes had been made, in both cases it was due to staff
numbers decreasing, resulting in increased caseloads for staff.

CRIDE also asked how services determine the level of support. The majority of services in Northern Ireland
continue to use locally developed criteria, but this year one service reported that they use the National
Sensory Impairment Partnership (NatSIP) eligibility framework (formerly known as eligibility criteria) as a
vehicle to help determine what support deaf children receive. In 2016 all five services reported that they
used locally developed criteria.

Quality standards

Services were asked to report which quality standards they used to review service development. Services
were able to tick more than one option.

Table 15: Use of quality standards to reflect on the service provided or to look at service development

Number of services Percentage of
services

NatSIP: Quality Standards for Sensory Support Services in England | 2 40%
(2016)
Department for Children, Schools and Families (now Department | 2 40%
for Education): Quality Standards for Special Educational Needs
(SEN) Support and Outreach Services (2008)
Newborn Hearing Screening Programme Quality Standards 2 40%
NatSIP Quality Improvement Support Pack (2016) 2 40%
Department of Health: Deafblind People: Guidance for local 0 0%
authorities (2014)
Other standards 0 0%
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PART 4: Background and methodology

CRIDE is a consortium bringing together a range of organisations and individuals with a common interest in
improving the educational outcomes achieved by deaf children through research. At the time the survey
was sent out, representatives included: the British Association of Teachers of the Deaf (BATOD), City,
University of London, the Ear Foundation, the Ewing Foundation, the EAKZYAl GAT SHEAGY € AZBiGH, the
National Sensory Impairment Partnership (NatSIP), the former head of Frank Barnes School for Deaf
Children, Mary Hare School, the specialist education service for deaf children in Kent and Norfolk,
University of Edinburgh, University of Leeds and
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http://www.batod.org.uk/
http://www.city.ac.uk/
http://www.city.ac.uk/
http://www.earfoundation.org.uk/
http://ewing-foundation.org.uk/
http://ndcs.org.uk/
http://www.natsip.org.uk/
http://www.fbarnes.camden.sch.uk/
http://www.fbarnes.camden.sch.uk/
http://www.maryhareschool.org.uk/
http://www.ed.ac.uk/
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/
mailto:cride@ndcs.org.uk

Annex: Information by education authority region

This table sets out some individual data from services. Services were asked to provide figures for the
number of children and Teachers of the Deaf as of 31 January 2017.
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