2016 UK-wide summary

CRIDE report on 2016 survey on educational provision for deaf children

Introduction

In 2016, the Consortium for Research into Deaf Education (CRIDE) carried out its sixth annual
survey on educational staffing and service provision for deaf children?, covering the 2015/16
academic year?. Separate reports have already been published for England, Northern Ireland,
and Wales which set out the results for each respective nation in detail. In light of similar work
being undertaken by the Scottish Government, a survey was not sent out to services in Scotland.

This report provides a high level summary of the results for the three countries we surveyed. Data
from the 2015 survey to services in Scotland is included in order to provide a UK-wide perspective.
All reports can be downloaded from www.ndcs.org.uk/CRIDE or
www.batod.org.uk/index.php?id=/resources/survey.

This report also includes data from a separate short survey done of special schools for deaf
children across the UK on numbers of Teachers of the Deaf. We received data from 17 special
schools, out of 21 contacted.

Summary of key findings

There are at least 48,075 deaf children across the UK. Taking into account where services did
not respond to this question, CRIDE believes the actual figure is around 50,000.
There are at least 1,611 teachers employed as Teachers of the Deaf in


http://www.ndcs.org.uk/CRIDE
file://///ndcslonsan1a/shared/Policy%20and%20Campaigns/Research/CRIDE%202016/Data%20&%20Reports/www.batod.org.uk/index.php%3fid=/resources/survey
file://///NDCSLONSAN1A/SHARED/Policy%20and%20Campaigns/Research/CRIDE%202015/Data%20and%20reports/www.batod.org.uk/index.php%3fid=/resources/survey
http://www.ndcs.org.uk/CRIDE

There was a 100% response rate across all three countries of the UK that were surveyed. CRIDE
would like to take the opportunity to thank all services for responding to the survey, despite the
considerable time constraints to which many services are subject.

Interpreting the results
Services and schools were asked to give figures for the position as of 315t January 2016.

In terms of the main survey, it is clear that many services still report difficulties in extracting data
about deaf children in their area and there remain inconsistencies in how different questions are
completed throughout the survey. The response rates to individual questions sometimes vary.
Therefore, the results should continue to be used with caution. In 2016, after five years of
conducting the survey and carrying out a substantial review, CRIDE made a number of significant
changes to the questions in the main survey. Caution is also needed due to differences in
response rates to individual questions and potential mistakes in data provision between surveys.

Data for services and resource provisions in Scotland is taken from the 2015 survey, which means
that care is needed if making like-for-like comparisons across the UK.

Please note that all percentages have been rounded up or down to the nearest whole number.
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PART 1: Deaf children in the UK

In 2016, services were asked to give details of deaf children living in the geographical area which
they cover®. This was a change in wording which attempted to make the question clearer, but
asked about the same group of children as the questions on children ‘belonging’ to services in
previous surveys.

According to the surveys, the adjusted total number of deaf children aged 0 to 19 across England,
Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales is at least 48,075. This figure is an apparent decrease from
48,846 in 2015. It should be noted that in England, six services did not give figures for numbers of
deaf children. Figures from previous years indicate that there are around 2,000 deaf children in
these six areas. This would suggest that the actual number of deaf children across the UK is
around 50,000









PART 2: Teachers of the Deaf and other specialist staff

This section of the report incorporates data from the main survey and also from a separate short
survey sent to special schools for deaf children.

In total, there are at least 1,338 fully qualified Teachers of the Deaf employed by services,
resource provisions or special schools across the UK.



Table 6: Number of full time equivalent (FTE) peripatetic or visiting Teachers of the Deaf in
employment in 2016

England Northern Scotland Wales UK
Ireland (2015 data)



* The previous question was introduced to the CRIDE survey in 2016. This means there is no
previous data from Scotland on Teachers of the Deaf working flexibly.

Table 9: Proportional differences in level of qualification of peripatetic Teachers of the Deaf in

2016
England Northern Scotland Wales UK
Ireland (2015 data)
Teachers of the Deaf with the | 91% 97% 68% 93% 89%
mandatory qualification
Teachers in training for the 8% 3% 26% 7% 10%
mandatory qualification within
3 years
Qualified teachers without the | 1% 0% 6% 0% 1%

mandatory qualification and
not in training

Table 10




Table 12: Number of



PART 3: Eligibility
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PART 4: Background and methodology

CRIDE comprises a range of organisations and individuals with a common interest in improving
the educational outcomes achieved by deaf children through research. At the time the survey was
sent out, representatives included: the British Association of Teachers of the Deaf (BATOD), City,
University of London, the Ear Foundation, the Ewing Foundation, the National Deaf Children’s
Society, the National Sensory Impairment Partnership (NatSIP), Frank Barnes School for Deaf
Children, Mary Hare School, the specialist education services for deaf children in Kent, Norfolk
and the Highlands, University of Edinburgh, University of Leeds and University College, London

(UCL).

The surveys were designed and created by members of CRIDE. In 2016, after five years of
conducting the survey and a substantial review, a number of significant changes were made to the
main survey questions.

The main CRIDE survey alternates between a full and a shorter survey from year to year. In 2016,
a short survey was issued.

Table 15: Response rate by nation to the main survey

Country Number of responses
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